Volume 14, Issue 4 • Winter 2016

Newsletter of the Sunshine Coast Botan cal Garden Society

w

READ

w

GROW

w

BE INSPIRED

w

GET INVOLVED

w












President’s Message
2
Garden Goings On
3
Give a Gift of the Garden
3
Notes from the Veggie Patch
4
Upcoming Events
4
Master Gardener
5
The Buzz About Bees
5
The Art of Gardening
6-7
Gifts of the Season
7
Recent Events
8-11

Update on the Master Plan
I’m exhilarated with
our progress! Two groups
– our own Master Planning
Committee and the landscape
2
architecture1professionals
3
Lees+Associates in Vancouver
1
– go back and forth, poring
4
over plans, discussing changes
and updates, developing new
ways of thinking about our
12
land’s potential, trying to peer
5
into a future we can create over
6
time. We’ve gone from enquiry
1 Garden Entrance
to dreaming to watching vague
2 Woodland Garden
concepts emerge to clarity as
7
3 Coastal Gardens
from fog. There have been
4 Ravine
memorable Aha! moments,
minor disagreements soon
5 Cascadia Gardens
brought into harmony, and
6 Groves
a strengthening view of who
7 Arboretum Allée
8
we are and what our Botanical
10
8 Arboretum
Garden could become.
Wetland
9
In September we
participated in a two-and-a10 Working Landscape
half day Design Charrette.
11
11 Operations
A charrette is an intensive
12 Meadows
design event, with ideas
10 rapidly from
exchanged
Collector Space
differing disciplines, a sort of
9
Operations Hub
planners’ speed dating. With
Educational Hub
five professionals from UBC
Botanical Garden and School
MASTER
PLAN
11 LEES+Associates
Landscape Architects
and Planners
of Landscape Architecture
and other
invited experts
together
withGRAPHIC
our
SUNSHINE COAST BOTANICAL
GARDEN
MASTER
A draft
proposal
for thePLAN
already knowledgeable team, strong concepts for our Garden emerged.
Botanical Garden Master Plan
One AHA! was the recognition that the south half of the Garden
is already a de facto Arboretum. These rows of deciduous hardwood
trees have been happily growing for decades, albeit too close together.
Editing, replanting and new routes are what’s needed there. It is already anticipation, and choices of how to proceed to destinations such as the
much easier to explore, since Bob Boyce cleared the old paths, so you
Working Garden (vegetables, seniors, potting, bees) and an expanded
might make a winter walk there.
Coastal Garden. A preliminary drawing should be ready in January. I
N
In a few months, our Master Plan will
include conceptual plans for
believe you will be intrigued by what you see.
the entire 40 acres with a 5-10-15 year vision. Phase One revamps the
For more information, visit www.coastbotanicalgarden.org
way visitors find and enter the Garden, creating an experience of happy
— Paddy Wales, Master Planning Committee Chair
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president’s message
With cool stormy days here, each
ray of sun encourages us to visit nature,
either wild or domestic. I invite you to
visit the Botanical Garden for a winter
walk, a bit of bird-watching and budspotting, rain or shine. Even before
winter is here, signs of spring can be
found. Several volunteer groups are still
working, and your help is welcome,
indoors or out.
I hope to see you at Woodland
Christmas on December 11 (new this
year: A Child’s Christmas in Wales)
and Winter Lights display nights, with
music from Arbutus Sounds Chorus on
December 18 and a return of Suncoast
Phoenix Community Choir’s Christmas
sing-out December 19. See Upcoming
Events on page 4 or visit our website
for details on these festivities.
At our AGM in September, Gerry
Latham completed her two-year term
as president, and stepped down due to
personal reasons. She has brought the
Garden a long way in those 24 months
with her skills in planning, operation,
and decision-making. I cannot
praise her enough – as a leader, as an
ambassador for the Botanical Garden,
and as a friend.
I am privileged to be your president
for another year, and I welcome new
director Ian MacDonald and returning
director Jean Bennett to the table.
Your board is a strong team that meets
monthly to make policy and guide
practice, coming to thoughtful decisions
though discussion. We also break
bread and enjoy some laughter. Other
directors continuing are VP Rosemary
Bates, Secretary Heather Gordon,
Treasurer Linda Shute, and directors-atlarge Douglas Justice, Heather Till and
David Watkins. As with the many other

salal
EDITORIAL TEAM: Heather Till,
Mary Blockberger, Paddy Wales,
Kathleen Hudson, Rosemary Bates Terry
CONTRIBUTORS:
Sally Burke, Harry Hill, Pat Kolterman,
June Meyer, Sheila Watkins
Please direct all correspondence by email to:
info@coastbotanicalgarden.org
or by mail to:
Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden Society
P.O. Box 1518, Sechelt, BC V0N 3A0
Advertising rates: $25 per issue, or $85 for four issues.
Tax is not included or added. To advertise in Salal,
please contact Kathleen Hudson: kmhudson@telus.net

valued volunteers, we are excited to
serve this convivial, purposeful Garden.
The Master Plan work is rapidly
progressing, finding greater depth and
opportunity at each iteration. Soon we
will renew our fundraising activities
to make Phase One of the plan reality.
No Winter Gala is planned for this
year, but watch for other major events
to come!
We are extremely grateful for your
financial support in 2016. You enabled
digging the much-needed well, Master
Planning, expanded Schools and other
programs, staffing, and keeping the
Garden open year round. We are about
to hire a full-time gardener at last –
seven years after buying the land! Please
include us in your year-end giving, and
consider becoming a monthly donor
in our Perennial Friends program. As
a donor, you are the sap that nourishes
our Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden.
Thank you very much, and have a warm
and wonderful holiday.
May 2017 be your, and our, best
year ever!
— Paddy Wales, president,
Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden

Fall / Winter Hours
Open Friday to Monday
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Closed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
Pavilion rental available every day.
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Salal is the official publication of the Sunshine
Coast Botanical Garden Society, a registered
charity. Salal is published four times per year.
All issues are available for viewing at:
www.coastbotanicalgarden.org
Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden is located at:
5941 Mason Road, Sechelt  •  604.740.3969

board of directors
President: Paddy Wales
Vice-President: Rosemary Bates Terry
Secretary: Heather Gordon
Treasurer: Linda Shute
Directors-at-Large: Jean Bennett,
Douglas Justice, Ian MacDonald,
Heather Till, David Watkins
Contact any of the above by email:
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thank you!
Wheelbarrows of thanks to:
• Sunshine Coast Nursery for
the big bunch of bulbs
• Sechelt Tree Service for the
loads and loads of wood chips
• Sunshine Coast Credit Union
for sponsoring Winter Lights

garden goings on
As you read this, the Botanical Garden is being overrun
by busy volunteer elves stringing lights and decking halls for
Woodland Christmas and Winter Lights. Woodland Christmas
promises to be, as always, a wonderful afternoon of festive
fun for all ages. Winter Lights, generously sponsored by the
Sunshine Coast Credit Union, is back this year with a brand
new route and some wonderful musical entertainment. Arbutus
Sounds Chorus will get your toes tapping with their barbershop
renditions of seasonal favourites on December 18. Suncoast
Phoenix Community Choir will have us all singing along on
December 19. See the Upcoming Events listing on page 4 for
full details of dates and times.
The wet fall has delayed some of our planting bed cleanup,
but dry days see us out cutting back perennials and doing an
early winter weed. We have some pretty big news to share – by
the time this issue of Salal reaches you we will have hired a full
time horticulturist and you’ll see a big difference at the Garden
moving forward.
Wedding bells will once again be ringing here next year. So
far, we have 13 couples celebrating their big day in our Garden.
We have a few summer weekends still available, but they’re
going fast. If a 2017 wedding is in your plans, or you have a
friend or family member looking for the perfect spot, don’t wait
too long to get in touch.
— Mary Blockberger, Garden Manager

Photos by Mary Blockberger

A few members of our fabulous Clean Team made an appearance October 7. Week after
week, these volunteers keep our building looking its best, and they really seem to have
fun while doing it. Pictured (from left) are Ann, Martha, Bonnie and Ann.

Give a Gift of the Garden
Express your love and support of the Botanical Garden
this holiday season with a thoughtful gift that requires no wrapping!
Delight your friends and family with one of the following Garden gift options:
• GIVE a single ($20) or family ($25) membership to the Botanical Garden
• ADOPT a tree or a bench and create a lasting memento at the Garden
• BUY an engraved brick for the Sparling Pavilion terrace
• JOIN our Perennial Friends monthly giving program
• DONATE an amount of your choosing to keep the Garden growing
• VOLUNTEER at the Garden – join the workers who help the Garden grow

For more information about
these fine gift ideas,
contact us by phone:

604-740-3936
or visit our website:
www.coastbotanicalgarden.org
or mail your cheque to SCBGS
Box 1518, Sechelt, BC V0N 3A0

Your gift of the garden
is invaluable!
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At the AGM September 29, Gerry Latham (left) completed her twoyear term as Botanical Garden President. She has been the driving
force behind much of the progress in the Garden in the last couple
of years. She is pictured here with incoming President Paddy Wales.

notes from the veggie patch
As a recent newcomer to the Sunshine Coast and an avid gardener, I
decided to attend the year end meeting of the Vegetable Demonstration
Garden Group and get the ‘dirt’ on what they do.
I was immediately struck by the friendliness of the 20 or so people
there, their easy camaraderie and playful teasing. A mixed group, women
and men, newcomers and founding members of the eight-year-old garden,
and all obviously hard working, dedicated volunteers who are proud of the
garden and the 1,100 pounds of produce they raised this year. Throughout the
growing season, part of the group meets Mondays at 10 a.m. to harvest the
ripe vegetables and deliver them to the Sechelt Food Bank, while the other
enthusiastic volunteers meet on Thursday afternoons to plant and weed.
At this wrap-up meeting, coordinator Judy Garrett and the other
volunteers shared successes, discussed problems and possible solutions (drip
irrigation for the garlic) and made plans for next year (plant kohlrabi and more
Walla Walla onions).
As the meeting drew to a close, these friends realized they wouldn’t be
seeing each other on a weekly basis until next spring, so they made plans to
get together in January for dinner at a local restaurant.
Just before the group hugged goodbye, a request was made for someone
to write a couple of paragraphs for Salal. The exuberant group was suddenly
silent. Finally an “I’ll do it” was heard.
Come out and join us, get caught up in the enthusiasm, and maybe you’ll
volunteer to take over my job of writing the vegetable patch news for Salal.
— Pat Kolterman

Photo by Harry Hill

Vegetable garden coordinator Judy Garrett in the Veggie Patch with the huge
Walla Walla onions that she started from seed.

upcoming events
Woodland Christmas

Cheryl Topping – Pruning 1

Sunday, December 11, 4 - 8 p.m.
This is a festive family favourite. Kids’ craft, stories by
Grandma June and librarian Sophie Gawn, Mac Dodge reading A Child’s
Christmas in Wales, Santa Claus, bake sale, music and more. By donation.

Saturday, January 28, 1 p.m. at the Botanical Garden
Cheryl will share her tips and techniques for proper tree and shrub pruning.
Learn how, why and when to prune. Admission by donation.

Cheryl Topping – Pruning 2

Winter Lights

Sunday, January 29, 2 p.m. in a private garden
Gain hands on pruning experience. Preregistration required, address
provided with registration. $15 members/$20 non-members

December 12, 17 - 21, 28 - 30, 5 - 8 p.m.
The Garden will be glowing under thousands of twinkling lights. Special
musical performances with Arbutus Sounds Chorus on December 18 at
6:30 p.m. and Suncoast Phoenix Community Choir’s Christmas on
December 19 at 7 p.m. Admission by donation.

Catherine Dale – All About Compost
Sunday, February 19, 2 p.m.
Catherine will share some new ideas about creating your very own black
gold. $5 members/$10 non-members

Birds and Botany
Thursday, December 29, 10 a.m.
Join birding expert Alexis Harrington and Native Plant coordinator Harry Hill
for a walk and talk about the Garden’s winter birds, and how you can use
native plants to attract them to your own garden. Admission by donation.

Egan Davis – Creating Ecological Plant
Communities in the Garden
Saturday, February 25, 2 p.m.
Perennial Botanical Garden favourite Egan Davis returns with his new talk.
Find out what’s the next big thing with German, Dutch, Swedish and English
gardeners. $15 members/$20 non-members

Hair of the Dog Day
Sunday, January 1, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Start the New Year by walking the paths with your best (furry) friend,
always a tail-wagging good time. Admission by donation.

Fall / Winter Hours
Open Friday to Monday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Daniel Mosquin – Impressions of the Rockies

Closed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

Sunday, January 14, 4 p.m.
Organized into three central themes, this presentation shares the grand and
intimate landscapes of the Canadian Rockies through encounters with plants,
water bodies and rocks. $15 members/$20 non-members

Pavilion rental available every day.
Tickets and registration for events through the Garden office.
Call 604-740-3969 or email info@coastbotanicalgarden.org
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hold up the bank
Earthquakes are not the only cause of landslides: heavy rainfalls wash away
precious topsoil on unprotected slopes, leaving gullies and slumps. But banks
covered with grass, blackberry, horsetail or ivy are not prone to erosion, nor are
forested ravines that are shaped by spectacular ranks of sword ferns beneath the
trees. How can we clear the invasive blackberries and ivy while holding up our
banks?
Start with good drainage above the vulnerable area. Make hard landscape
surfaces porous, to reduce the amount of run-off, and direct any run-off away
from the bank — but never into the neighbour’s yard!
One solution is to terrace the bank, providing relatively flat areas separated
by retaining walls. Another option for small areas is to carpet the slope with
cobble-sized rocks, carefully placed for stability, adding small plants in some of
the small spaces between the cobbles.
Plant roots hold the soil together, so, having cleared the blackberries or
cut the trees, new plants must be established as soon as possible. Grass is often
hydro-seeded in an oddly green mix containing both seeds and mulch. Or peg
an erosion control blanket impregnated with grass seed over the slope. Once a
grassy bank is established it is easier to add larger plants, whose deeper roots
help to avoid surface slumping.
If grass or retaining walls are impractical or unwanted, place several low
horizontal barriers across the slope to hold back pockets of soil for the new
plants. These barriers may be logs, lumber or landscape ties, held in place with
rebar or wooden stakes, or wattle fences. Willow stakes will take root.
Choose a mix of appropriate plants to repopulate the slope — many native
species work well. Use ground covers as well as larger, deeper-rooted material.
Do not plant invasives such as ivy, lamium or periwinkle.
A permit from the SCRD may be required before removing trees growing
on steep banks. Think twice before denuding slopes of their natural vegetation,
because you will then be responsible for the job of maintaining the slope.
— Sheila Watkins, Coast Resident Master Gardener

Photo by Sheila Watkins

Several low horizontal barriers can be used across a slope to hold back
pockets of soil for new plants.

the buzz about bees
The Bee Club finished tucking in the hives
for winter the week after Thanksgiving. We have
eight hives going into winter; a couple are strong
hives and the rest seem strong enough to make it
through the winter — but with less strength they
are more vulnerable.
We completed formic acid treatments for
varroa mites by the end of September, while
the temperatures were between 10C and 15C,
(the temperature needed for the formic acid to
activate). We then fed the hives a 2:1 sugar syrup
to bank up their stores for winter. We fed each
hive approximately four gallons of syrup over the
course of a six-week period until the hives weighed
around 50 to 60 pounds. Some hives required less
feeding than others as they had larger stores of
honey. Now hopefully they will stay warm and dry,
which can be a challenge in our climate.
Excess moisture in the hives is problematic as
it drips onto the bees, creates mould, and generally
creates an unhealthy home for them. The bees
have sealed the cracks and small openings with

Photo by Sally Burke

Busy bees in a passion flower blossom.

propolis, and we will not be disturbing them again
until late December when we will again treat the
varroa mites with oxalic acid. Oxalic acid is not
temperature dependent and is best used where
there isn’t any brood in the hive. And before you
know it, it will be January, February and the queen
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will begin laying again.
We harvested the honey from the hives
on Labour Day weekend this year, the week
before the annual Harvest Festival. The honey
production was half what it was last year, and this
seemed to be a common observation among the
club beekeepers. But it was a delicious honey!
Al Cobbin, a long-standing club member, also
brought his own honey to sell at the table, and it
was also delicious. The club members discussed
the lower than usual honey collection this year and
one prevailing thought was that with the early
nectar flow from the blackberry and the rain in
June through mid-July, the bees were unable to fly
and thus ate their stores of nectar.
The BC Honey Producers held their AGM in
Vancouver in mid-October. Some Sunshine Coast
members were able to attend and bring back what
they learned from the various speakers who came
from across Canada and the U.S. — inspiring and
informative as always.
— Sally Burke

an adventure in the art of gardening

Photo by Paddy Wales

Garden members Liz MacPhail (second from left, next to head gardener Fergus Garrett), Mary Blockberger (third from right) and Paddy Wales spent a week in early
November at Great Dixter House and Gardens in the U.K. They participated in hands-on lifting of tender perennials, propagation, and creating bedding pockets for
bulbs that will lead to fantastic displays next spring. According to Mary, “The staff and students are incredibly knowledgeable in the workings of a long established
public garden, and we’re doing our best to soak up all their advice and techniques.” See more photos on page 7.

The first week of November, three of our
members, Liz MacPhail, Mary Blockberger
and Paddy Wales, were fortunate to take
a course called The Art of Gardening in
England. It was an intensive week with
Fergus Garrett, one of the top international
experts in horticulture today. We spent time
working in the glorious garden borders at
Great Dixter in East Sussex, viewed by more
than 50,000 people each year, with tips on
bulb-planting, using self-sowing plants, and
renewing soil while cutting back, making
changes, and envisioning next year’s growth.
We tried our hand at several propagation
methods, and witnessed the year-round care of
seedlings and cuttings in the nursery, plants
that will be for sale or planted in the garden.
Great Dixter is a garden that mixes a
strong tradition of thumbing its nose at the
status quo with looking for better ways to
grow. While our SCBG bears little visual
resemblance to the home estate garden of
the late English garden writer Christopher

Lloyd, we share the value of fostering
ecology within the garden, and teaching/
learning/experimentation as ongoing
practices. We hope to share our techniques
with our fine volunteers. Every gardener
likes to learn new tricks!
Here are a few tips we picked up:
Have a clear plan for your work in a
bed before you begin. Refer to the notes you
took over the year when viewing an area —
you did takes notes, didn’t you? Your notes
will recall your ideas for improving this bed,
what needs to be enlarged through splitting,
or moved into or out of the bed. Take notes all
season of what worked well, and what displays
were lacking something.
Divide the bed into small, manageable
areas. You won’t be able to tackle your whole
garden in one go. It’s better to work in a small
area, and do the job from start to finish. Only
then move on to the next area.
Assemble the supplies you’ll need
before starting. Tools, soil amendments
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(compost, bark, etc.), tarps, pots, and bulbs
should be gathered before you begin so they’re
easily accessible. At Great Dixter, they cover
pathways with small sheets of plywood to
protect from mud. Cleanup is then easy.
Minimize your impact on the soil.
Narrow boards laid on top of the soil will
decrease compaction and help to distribute
your weight.
Build the soil as you go. If you’re lifting
and splitting perennials, use this opportunity
to fork in compost or other soil builders.
Mix old bulbs with new. If your bulbs
are repeat flowerers, this is a great way to
get a mix of flower heights. New bulbs will
grow taller than the older ones of the same
variety, giving your bulb planting a great
flowing look.
Leave some self-sowing annuals
in place. They’ll give some nice colour,
and they’re free! Just make sure they don’t
overwhelm the other plants.
— Mary Blockberger and Paddy Wales

an adventure in the art of gardening
Day 3 at Great Dixter House and
Gardens found Paddy and Mary
learning techniques for clear,
methodical work cleaning out
beds and preparing them for
spring. Pictured at left is the Barn
Garden before clean-up, and
below is the end result.
Photos by Mary Blockberger

Photo by Paddy Wales

Liz MacPhail works with Begonia luxuriens during The Art of
Gardening course at Great Dixter in East Sussex.

gifts of the season
Winter signals the departing of Hallowe’en
and the rapid arrival of the festive season with
its incessant message to buy this gift and that
present. It is predictably commercialised beyond
all reason, driving us all into the ever repeated
question “What gifts shall I buy?” But there is
no need to look further than your garden for the
ultimate gifts of surprise, wonder and delight.
The deciduous trees and shrubs have lost
their varied fall dresses, transforming pathways
into carpets of many colours through which
to shuffle. A few branches still support some
lingering leaves, which, if looked at from
below, appear to be performing a ballet when
blown by the winds. There was one yellowedged-with-green leaf suspended from a witch
hazel shrub that defied all storms for two
weeks! Later, when the tree was finally bare, the
buds of spring flowers became more obvious.
Such is a gift of perseverance against all odds, a
promise of future new growth to emerge after
the darkness of winter.
The white snowberries are as tiny shining
globes of lights strung out amidst a myriad of
thin branches, while arbutus and cotoneaster offer
sprays of scarlet berries, a gift for foraging birds.

Callicarpa

Tree Mahonia

The majestic callicarpa clusters sport a royal
purple hue, while the towering mahonia yields
crowns of golden stars from the tip of each branch
— gifts of nature’s Christmas lights that do not
need stringing up.
It is the evergreen shrubs and trees that give
inspiring sculptured forms to offset the starkness
of bare trees and rather barren flower beds. In
one garden, bordering the street, I counted eight
different species of cedars, firs, junipers, pines and
spruces: such a landscape created a visual gift of
symmetry and harmony.
Winter in our gardens gives us gifts of

surprise and amazement. Upon closer observation,
what looked to be a forlorn, decaying leaf on
a forsythia shrub turned out to be an Anna’s
hummingbird. Already delicate blooms of yellow
winter jasmine, white heads of viburnum, spikes
of mauve heather and even a shy purple primrose
have emerged along with emerald grape hyacinth
leaves. “Isn’t this rather early?” we ask ourselves.
So we go out and discover the gifts of our
garden, which are awaiting us during the dark,
cold days of the winter season – and we are
uplifted and grateful for such treasures.
— June Meyer
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Photos by June Meyer

recent events

Photos by Paddy Wales and Mary Blockberger

HARVEST FESTIVAL: What a great day! Harvest Festival 2016, held September 4, will go down in the books as one of the best ever, thanks to many people:
our Botanical Garden volunteers who put in so many hours baking, growing plants and garlic for sale, setting up and taking down chairs, tables and displays,
selling our wares, helping with the kids’ crafts, greeting and touring our guests, and staffing the membership table. Thank you also to our community partners:
Sunshine Coast Beekeepers Association, One Straw Society, Sunshine Coast Regional District, Suncoast Woodcrafters Guild, Sunshine Coast Spinners and
Weavers Guild, and the Sunshine Coast Astronomy Club. We had great tunes from Brothers in Farms, and yummy food from Farm to Feast.
And … a huge thanks to the 646 people who joined us to celebrate this last blast of summer! Pictured above are Ella Hoath with a giant zinnia,
and Gerry Latham, Patricia Bekke and Margaret Boyd hosting the Baking and Preserves table.

Photos by Paddy Wales

HARVEST FESTIVAL: Members of the Suncoast Woodcrafters Guild (from left: Albert Edge, Tom Hourigan, Ken Karaloff and Ken Walker) brought some of their
excellent work to display at the Harvest Fest. And Andrew Jackson created an original nature weaving.
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recent events

Photos by Mary Blockberger

FIELD SCHOOL: On October 6, volunteers and staff were
treated to a workshop with the Sustainable Communities
Field School (above), a program presented by the UBC
Botanical Garden, the Society Promoting Environmental
Conservation, UBC Psychology, and the Institute for
Resources, Environment and Sustainability at UBC. We had
a great time learning about sustainability, biodiversity,
watersheds and so much more – a wonderful team building
process for us all!
MASTER PLAN: Volunteers deeply involved in our Master
Planning process spent a couple of hours tromping
through "the back 40" on October 19. They were armed
with preliminary plans, and heads full of ideas. We are so
excited to be working on this, and can't wait until plans
are complete, expected in early 2017.

See our Facebook page for
more photos of recent events
at the Botanical Garden.

RETREAT: What a treat to welcome back the Suncoast Phoenix Community Choir for their day long retreat on September 17.

9

recent events

Photos by Mary Blockberger

WREATH MAKING: Participants had a wonderful time at the Wreath Making workshop on November 26, and there are some very fine wreaths headed for
doors both on the Coast and off. It was great to see so many creative crafters return from last year and to welcome new friends to the Botanical Garden.
Many thanks to our terrific volunteers for gathering materials, leading the class and helping out before, during and after.
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recent events

Photos by Paddy Wales

WORKSHOP: Participants in the Make a Leaf Mould Compost
workshop learned how to turn fallen leaves into gardeners’ gold.

Photo by Mary Blockberger

CHARRETTE: Twenty-three Botanical Garden volunteers and staff, landscape architects
and outside experts spent two riveting days (September 23 and 24) in intense design
sessions, and finished up with a good idea of how our Master Plan for the Botanical
Garden will develop. We look forward to the next steps in this long process.

Photo by Mary Blockberger

PARADE OF LIGHTS: Botanical Garden members got into the spirit of the season in the Parade of Lights in on November 26, cruising through downtown
Sechelt in this festively decorated vehicle.
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These community businesses generously support Salal
with their advertising dollars. Please show your
appreciation by supporting them in return.

Mike Carson

Your Local Sunshine Coast Realtor
5561 Wharf Road, Sechelt, BC

Office: 604.885.3295
Cell: 604.740.1841
Mike@SunshineCoastLand.com
www.SunshineCoastLand.com

Always Growing
• great selection of plants • great service and advice
• giftware • garden, gift, and floral options for every season
• wedding flowers • bouquets for every occasion or just because

At the top of the hill in Davis Bay with glorious views of
Georgia Strait and an all day sunny backyard. $749,000

TREES – FLOWERS – VEGETABLES
Beginners to pros shop here

How does your garden grow?

TOOL RENTALS & SALES
PARTY RENTALS

Visit us for inspiration and like us on Facebook
1826 SC Highway, Roberts Creek, BC V0N 2W5 (access off West Reed Road)

Phone: 604-886-2796 Fax: 604 886-2718
www.sunshinecoastnursery.com Email: scnursery@eastlink.ca

Being Neighbourly is in Our Nature
5654 Wharf Street
Box 1548
Sechelt, BC V0N 3A0

Telephone: 604-885-2848
Web: www.rentitcanada.ca
Email: rentit@dccnet.com

Laurie Rolland
Potter

Botanical Garden Member | Benefits at Blue Ocean

Enjoy our Outdoor Greens in 2017

We are proud to support the Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden
and its valued membership, with a 10% discount for any of our
green fee rates through the 2017 golf season.  
We hope you will join us for some fun, fitness and golf.
We have introduced a NEW Social Membership which may appeal
to the Botanical Golfer, who would like to be more active
at the Blue Ocean Golf Club.
For details on our 2017 season please check www.blueoceangolf.ca

www.laurierolland.com

To advertise in Salal, please contact



Kathleen Hudson:

kmhudson@telus.net



Blue Ocean Golf Club

604-885-2700
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