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Harvest Festival Sept. 3
Join us for an excellent,
family-friendly day in the
Botanical Garden on Sunday,
September 3 from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. Enjoy live music by
Apasionado and food service
provided by Ty’s Fine Foods.
Check out the plant sale, bake
sale and garlic sale, visit the
demonstration veggie garden

and learn new gardening
tricks. The Astronomy Club
and the Woodcrafters will
be on hand, as will Master
Gardeners, Beekeepers, and
the Spinners and Weavers.
Admission is by donation, and
gifts for the Food Bank are also
appreciated. Well-behaved,
leashed dogs are welcome.

Photos by Paddy Wales and Mary Blockberger
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president’s message
“Thank you” was the buzzword this summer, and gratitude
the feeling. We were glad to live
and work in our precious Canada,
and the smoky air was a reminder
of the vital work of fire-fighters
in the Interior. I hope you danced
in the rain when it arrived, rather
gently, in mid-August. Sunday,
September 3 is our annual Harvest
Festival, giving us a chance to
celebrate all that the land (and
volunteers!) have given us.
There were a dozen weddings
in the Garden this summer, but
the Garden Party was our big
celebration, and a fundraiser for
the next stages of our growth.
It was a lovely event, pleasing
to all the senses, a wonderful
collaboration of staff, volunteers,
musicians, chefs and, of course,
our generous donors and
cherished guests.
The Pavilion Lawn was a
delightful backdrop as the sun set
and the crickets began. A huge
thank you to all involved, and
especially to the donors who have
decided to support us in making
major upgrades to the way we
will enter and enjoy the Garden.
Like our directors, these people
have confidence that together
we will succeed in making a big
difference, and increasing our
value to the community. We had
revenues from the party and from
private donations of $50,000!
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Looking to the fall and holiday
seasons, we plan to continue with
our educational programs, rentals,
fundraisers and less expensive
changes to the Garden. It may take
several years to raise enough to
begin major work. The total cost
of Phase One of the Master Plan,
when all elements are completed,
we estimate to be $1 million.
We’ve made an excellent start.
Whether you can give a little
or a lot, we need you on the
fundraising team. Please be an
ambassador for the Garden in your
neighbourhood and community.
Come for a look at the Master Plan
and Phase One – ask questions,
look at the places, imagine the
future. Bring new people in to see
the Garden, attend an event, or
offer to volunteer. It’s our Garden
to Grow!
— Paddy Wales, President,
Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden

Summer Hours at the Garden:
Open Friday to Wednesday, 11 am - 4 pm

Closed Thursday

Winter Hours start October 1
Open Friday to Monday, 11 am - 4 pm

Closed Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

Salal is the official publication of the Sunshine
Coast Botanical Garden Society, a registered
charity. Salal is published four times per year.
All issues are available for viewing at:
www.coastbotanicalgarden.org

Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden is located at:
5941 Mason Road, Sechelt  •  604.740.3969

board of directors
President: Paddy Wales
Vice-Presidents: Rosemary Bates Terry,
Ian Macdonald
Secretary: Heather Gordon
Treasurer: Linda Shute
Directors-at-Large: Jean Bennett,
Douglas Justice, Heather Till, David Watkins
Contact any of the above by email:
info@coastbotanicalgarden.org

thank you!
Wheelbarrows of thanks to:
• Rand Rudland and Tony
Greenfield for leading
the Dragonfly Walk.
• The guests – and the
volunteers – who made
the Summer Garden
Party so special.

Do you have a story or photo
you’d like to submit
for the Salal newsletter?
Submissions are always welcome!
Email till@dccnet.com
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garden goings on
Phew! What a summer we’ve had here at
the Botanical Garden. Although June started
out rather damp, the sun finally came out and
decided to stay. By the time mid-July rolled
around, we were very happy we had a working
well to keep our plants healthy and happy.
Weddings continued to dominate our
weekend landscape, with 11 happy couples
exchanging vows. We also hosted Celebrations
of Life, garden tours, a company launch, and a
retirement party. The revenue generated from our
many rentals helps us to continue the programs
that support our mission. Our members are
the best boosters we have; please be sure to
recommend the Garden to friends and family
looking for a venue for their upcoming functions.
If you’ve visited through the Garden
lately, you will have noticed some new
directional signs. We hope these will
encourage visitors to wander off the perimeter
path and explore some of the wonderful
features that await. Bob and Nadine have been
busy creating new paths to explore, as well as
maintaining the old favourites.
Here are a few of my Garden highlights
from the summer:
Our annual Celebration of Volunteers was
well attended, and we hope every one of these
wonderful people know how much their efforts
are appreciated.
Dog Day of Summer saw the new kid, or
rather pup, on the block declared Top Dog.

Posting of the new directional signs is a work in progress.

Congratulations to Sandy!
Our first Garden Party was a big success,
and thanks go out to the event sponsors, donors,
guests, volunteers and staff who made the
evening special.
Rand Rudland and Tony Greenfield led
a Dragonfly Walk around the ponds and
meadows. We picked up lots of valuable
information about dragonflies, damselflies and
other winged beauties. It was a lovely day for a
walk, and was so rewarding to learn new things
at the same time! Thanks, Rand and Tony, for

Photo by Mary Blockberger

an excellent afternoon!
We’re used to having deer and coyote, as
well as the occasional bear and bobcat, visit
us. Imagine our surprise when a beaver took
up residence here just before Canada Day.
Impeccable timing, we thought. You might
catch a glimpse of him (her?) in the northwest
pond. Bob has added a bench at the west end of
the pond … perfect for beaver watching!
Enjoy these waning days of summer, and
drop by for a visit!
— Mary Blockberger, Garden Manager

optimists united
support to a growing and important mission.
The party was attended by roughly 70 guests, who enjoyed
an evening of music, conversation, delicious food and a wide and
wonderful collection of items up for auction, all donated by the
kindest of friends. Perhaps more than anything, it was a night to come
together and celebrate eight years of accomplishment at the Garden
and to plant the seeds for the next eight to come. There is much
work yet to be done, and we will move mountains to realize the full
potential of our Master Plan. But not all work is the shifting of soil
and the raising of stalks. Some of the most important work is done in
removing barriers to progress and laying the groundwork for success –
the work of financing our growth, and believing in the possibilities of
tomorrow. Optimism, again.
As always, we live and grow in the light of community and the
strength of our friendship. We thank everyone who was able to share in
this evening, putting your shoulder to the wheel with us, and giving
your continued support. If you were unable to join us on the 9th, and
would like to review a sponsorship opportunity or contribute in any
way to the realization of the master plan, we welcome you to come for a
walking tour with us and share in our success.
— Ian Macdonald, Garden Vice President

Few things speak to optimism more eloquently than a Botanical
Garden. To build a Garden is literally to believe in the possibilities of
tomorrow. This is the kind of optimism that moves us to be our best
selves, the rosiness of hard work and expectation in full bloom on our
faces, the optimism that fuels the vision of a world class Botanical
Garden on the Sunshine Coast – a destination for families, children,
grandchildren and grandparents to rekindle their connection to nature,
healthy activities and peace of mind.
It was Edward O. Wilson who coined the term biophilia, which
refers to our innate desire to connect with other living things. In our
multi-device, hyper-technological world, a Botanical Garden has never
mattered more as a place to do just that – connect with one another,
with nature and with our inner selves.
The August 9, 2017 Summer Garden Party and Fundraiser was a
fine example of this optimism on display. This was a true exercise in
community, generosity, kindness and vision. While that is admittedly a
bucket load of adjectival praise, and may strike some as gilding the lily
ever so slightly, I would argue it barely meets the occasion. The evening
was a living testament to the art of the possible and to the open heart of
our community – so many gracious and generous guests giving ear to
the Garden’s Master Plan, time to its Board and Manager, and financial
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upcoast botany

Photos by Harry Hill

Hairy manzanita, showing its “little apples”.

This past summer I had the opportunity to
go on a boat trip to Desolation Sound and visit
the islands of the northern Strait of Georgia. It
was a great three weeks and a reminder of the
beauty found in our part of the world. As a plant
enthusiast, it was a chance to view some familiar
plants in new localities and also to make a few
plant discoveries.
Hairy manzanita (Arctostaphylos columbiana)
is a rare plant on the Sunshine Coast, found
mostly on south-facing rocky slopes in the Pender
Harbour area. I was surprised to find that it’s
fairly common around Desolation Sound, often
growing close to sea level. The shrub is related
to arbutus and resembles a smaller version of it.
Its common name is Spanish for “little apples,” a
reference to the apple-like fruit.
Islands in the Strait of Georgia are in a rain
shadow created by the mountains of Vancouver
Island. Plants like Oregon stonecrop (Sedum
oreganum) are adapted to the dry conditions and
have succulent leaves that help them survive and

Oregon stonecrop (above) was in full bloom in July. Below: Yerba buena makes a nice evergreen groundcover.

still flower with little summer rain.
I have only seen the little evergreen
groundcover called Yerba buena (Satureja
douglasii) two or three times on the Sunshine
Coast, but on Jedediah and Cortes islands it was a
common plant in dry shade. It is reputed to make
a nice herbal tea so I gave it a try. The result was
minty and a bit medicinal. Yerba buena is the
original name of the settlement that became San
Francisco, Californica, where the early Spanish
missionaries found the “good herb” growing
around the bay. How unusual, then, to find the
same plant so far north!
— Harry Hill

upcoming events
Annual Harvest Festival
Sunday, September 3, 11 am - 4 pm
Join us for this great family friendly day in the
Garden. Enjoy live music by Apasionado, and
food service provided by Ty’s Fine Foods. Check
out the plant sale, bake sale, and garlic sale,
visit the demonstration veggie garden, and
learn new gardening tricks. The Astronomy Club
and the Woodcrafters will be on hand, as will
Master Gardeners, Beekeepers, and the Spinners
and Weavers. Well-behaved, leashed dogs are
welcome. Admission by donation.
Tickets and registration for all events
through the Garden office: 604-740-3969
info@coastbotanicalgarden.org

How to Plant a Tree

Wreath Making Workshop

Saturday, September 30, 1 pm
There’s so much more to planting a tree than
digging a hole and plunking it in. Sheila Watkins
will share her tips and tricks for getting your new
trees off to a great start. Fall is the perfect time to
plant, and this workshop will help you do it right.
Admission by donation.

Saturday, November 25, 10 am
A seasonal favourite returns! Make a wreath from
lovingly collected and
unique plant material.
Please bring gloves
and hand pruners,
all other supplies
included. This one
always sells out, so
register early.
Call the office (604-740-3969) or email
info@coastbotanicalgarden.org to sign up.
Members $60, Non-Members $75

Annual General Meeting
Monday, October 2, 5 pm
Members are encouraged to attend and hear
about our accomplishments in the past year, and
our plans for the year ahead. The meeting will be
held at the Garden, 5941 Mason Road, Sechelt.

4

survival of the fittest
So far this year has been a gardeners’
nightmare. A cold wet winter, a dark wet
spring, followed suddenly by a long dry period
– this is not what we expect on the Sunshine
Coast. But many plants are flourishing. I lost
dahlias, Spanish lavender and some hebe species
in the winter, but English lavender and many
other hebes are fine. The bright border is
full of helenium and rudbeckia, standing out
against the dark foliage of ninebark, Physocarpus
opulifolius Diablo, aster buds are swelling, and
the lilies were spectacular.
My six-year-old silk tree seems to have
doubled in size this year (all that rain?) and is
covered with pink tufts of flowers. The leaves
make feathery sprays, providing dappled shade
and a cool place to relax.
Yes the grass in the lawn and meadow
is brown and sad, but the meadow is full of

If you discover a Japanese beetle, bag it carefully and
show it to someone at your favourite garden centre.

Photos by Sheila Watkins

Hibiscus moscheutos and Romneya coulteri are both doing well after the cold wet winter.

perennial sunflowers and goldenrod, and there is
plenty of green in the borders around it. White
phlox resists powdery mildew and complements
the blue daisy flowers of Stokesia. Hosta leaves
brighten the shade garden, while an occasional
bucket of water over their roots has kept
rhododendrons in good shape.
Two spectacular perennials I was happy to
see after the winter are the swamp rose-mallow,
Hibiscus moscheutos (which is doing well in a dry
spot in spite of its name) and California tree
poppy, Romneya coulteri (aka fried egg plant).
But not everything is perfect: a virus hit
my raspberries, cherries were contaminated
by larvae, and half my strawberry plants have
disappeared because I did not water them.

A potential problem for plants this year is
the arrival on the West Coast of the Japanese
beetle, which has devastated gardens in other
parts of the country. If you see one of these little
horrors, bag it carefully and show it to someone
at your favourite garden centre. It has been
found in the False Creek area of Vancouver, and
no-one wants to see it spread. Always be careful
when bringing plants from off the Coast. There
are fire ants, chafer beetles and birch borers over
the water, as well as large destructive squirrels.
— Sheila Watkins,
Coast Resident Master Gardener

the buzz about bees
It has been a great year for honey flows and we are expecting one of
our best harvests this year. We are estimating approximately 250 to 300
pounds of honey from our 10 hives. What remains remarkable is that all
of these hives have been reduced during the spring and early summers
while we raised queens and created “nucs” (four to five frame beginner
hives). And at the same time, this also reduces the number of foragers to
collect the nectar for honey production.
The project of creating nucs was beneficial in a twofold way. It
reduced the number of bees in the hive, therefore they are less likely
to swarm, and it was a great fundraiser for our Club. We were able to
provide local bees for our Club members, the first time we have been able
to do so. Following that project it was time to leave the bees to what they
do best, making honey.
We hope you will be able to visit the bee yards during the Harvest
Festival (September 3) and get your honey at the same time. Thank you to
Harry and Betty Meier for all their efforts in creating and maintaining the
beautiful garden around the apiary.
— Sally Burke

Photo by Harry Meier

The hives are expected to produce 250 to 300 pounds of honey this year.
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seeking board members

a garden symphony
What a delightful dawning of a new day! As I open the French windows
and step into the early morning sunshine, the garden is aglow with the
musical score of a new symphony, written in dewdrops, suspended from the
leaves and grasses that are gently moving in a slight breeze.
As the sun slowly rises, the breeze increases, setting in motion a cacophony
of sounds, from the gentle rustling leaves, the splashing of the pond’s fountain
and the varied songs of the birds arriving for breakfast at the many feeders we
have arrayed for them in different parts of the garden. The harsh call of the
raven contrasts with the melodic flow of the robin’s trill while the ceaseless
twittering of pine siskins and the gentle cooing of doves fuse together an
ongoing orchestral composition. It sounds like the sharps and flats of a musical
score have blended together with major and minor scales. Observing the
bending and twisting of perennials in the wind reminds me of Tchaikovsky’s
classical Waltz of the Flowers, while not to be outdone, the white marguerite
daisies sway to a more popular tune of Daisy Daisy.
Even the intrusive reverberations from a helicopter passing overhead
have a part to play in the symphony as a steady pulsing staccato of a large
metal instrument. The float planes seem to have a more even thrumming
sound, which is faint initially, and then rises to a crescendo before dispersing
in volume again as they disappear from view.

Come Grow With Us
An incredible team of volunteers and staff
look forward to welcoming you to the Board
of the Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden.
By joining our Board, you can:
• Share your passion for nature and the environment
• Support the creation of an outdoor learning, meeting, gardening

and gathering place for children, families and active seniors
across the Coast
• Get outside, be active and have fun working with a team of

dedicated volunteers
• Build support for the implementation of our new Master Plan

Since acquiring the land in 2009, the Garden has experienced
remarkable growth. From our Pavilion, capable of hosting groups of
up to 120 people, to the viewing platform overlooking an old-growth
forest ravine, to the many paths throughout the property, there is so
much to do and to share. We’ve grown thousands of pounds of food
for local food banks, provided educational programs for local schools
and now have a Master Plan for our incredible 40 acres.
It’s an exciting time, and Board members play a crucial role in moving
our vision forward. This year we’re looking for Board members
with skills in financial planning and analysis, fund development and
program management. No botanical knowledge required – just a love
for what we do.
Send us a letter outlining your experience and interest
in the Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden:
By email to: info@coastbotanicalgarden.org
Or by regular mail to:
Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden Society
P.O. Box 1518, Sechelt, BC V0N 3A0
For more information about the garden visit our website at
www.coastbotanicalgarden.org

Photo by June Meyer

Dewdrops like a musical score bead this Crocosmia (montbretia).

Watching the bending orange petal heads of the poppies being visited
by furry bumblebees is like the repetitive rising and falling refrain of a
chorus, quite in contrast to the well-known Flight of the Bumblebee composed
by Rimsky Korsakov. Yet it is the erratic journey of the white cabbage
butterflies that causes one to ponder why they fly as a pair, then separate,
sometimes just flapping slowly in concentric circles then speeding up as they
disappear from view … the quavers and minims of rhythmic notation? As
the breeze becomes stronger, the varying sized sets of tubular bells, glass and
bamboo chimes suspended from trees, provide a consistent score of major
and minor scales. In the background, the taller evergreen firs swing first this
way and that, reminding one of Strauss’s waltz, Tales from the Vienna Woods.
Yet it is in the quiet of an evening, at dusk, when all is still, that the
crickets begin to chirp, a harmonious chorus so unique that I am grateful
they have returned to be part of our garden’s symphony. Such a quiet,
peaceful evening must have inspired Debussy to compose Reverie. As the
moon slowly rises and the setting sun departs, the whirring flight of the
common nighthawk with its whistling song, creates a musical score equal to
that of Debussy’s Claire de Lune.
We need to take time to listen and observe the rhythms, sights and
sounds in our gardens, to become aware of the symphony being played for
our pleasure.
— June Meyer
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the view from above
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This interesting perspective of the Garden was taken from a small plane early this summer.
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Photo by Paddy Wales

visitors

The Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden thanks the
following donors and sponsors for their generous
support of our First Annual Garden Party

All for Pets
Artworks Gallery & Framing
B&K Garden & Landscape Supply
The Bakery
Tom Beck
Rosemary Bates
Mary Blockberger
Chapman Creek Fish Hatchery
Christopher Norman Chocolates
Penny Dunford
Fresh from the Coast
Gladiator Seafood
Blane & Henny Hagedorn
Harbour Air
InTents Rentals
Ron Johnson
Carol LaFave
Lee Valley Tools
Lighthouse Liquor Store
Lone Pine Publishing
Painted Boat Resort
Northern Divine Aquafarms
No Pawblems

Pet Value
Plethora Fine Foods
George Pratt
Quality Garden & Pet Supply
Sechelt Animal Hospital
Sunshine Coast Festival
of the Written Arts
Sunshine Coast Olive Oil Co.
Sunshine Coast Pet Hospital
Sunshine Coast Tours
Talewind Books
Bill Terry
Paddy Wales
West Coast Nuts
Event Sponsors
Coastal Weddings & Events
Deluxe Landscape Supply
& Garden Centre
TCG Chartered Public Accountants
Dr. Lorne Berman
Lois Potter Law Corporation

Thanks as well to all the volunteers and staff for their help!

Photos by Mary Blockberger

The Garden attracts many visitors, including the feathered and fourlegged varieties, some of whom choose to make a permanent home.
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GIVE & GROW! There are two NEW and very exciting
ways to support the Garden Master Plan.
Are you from off the Coast?

Two very generous Garden members whose
primary residence is elsewhere have a message
and a challenge to all other part-time residents,
visitors, and distance supporters. If the Garden
collects $5,000 in donations from NEW off-theCoast donors by July 1, 2018 (Happy Birthday,
Canada), Brenda Christensen and Tom Barry will
add double that amount. This could give the Garden
an additional $15,000 for achieving the new Master
Plan objectives. Let’s get on board with them!

Coasters get in on the action too!

A local Garden member, who prefers to remain
anonymous, has also offered to match any donations
to our Master Plan fund received from Sunshine

Coast residents by December 31,
2017, up to $100,000. This is
all natural, free-range,
100 per cent organic
fundraising! If it is
within your capacity
to help, a very
generous patron will
match your gift, doubling
its impact! We thank you
for considering the future of
our Garden, and its value to our
community, in your charitable giving priorities.
Plan your gift now. Together, we make this
world a better place.

Contact the Garden at 604-740-3969 or email info@coastbotanicalgarden.org

Picture this:
A welcoming, beautiful
entrance encourages visitors to
find out what is in the Garden.
It sets the stage for them to
explore paths and habitats,
learn about plants and nature,
and enjoy themselves. The new
entrance route features:
• Clear road signs
• A four-season planting along
driveway, with an iconic
sculpture
• Increased handicap parking
• More parking spaces by
sensible layout of rows
• Welcoming walkway from
parking to garden and pavilion
entrance
• Bioswales and permeable
surfacing for best
environmental practice

*

Funding Opportunities *
Artist’s Conceptual Illustration
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the garden in pictures

Happy Canada Day from our Monday Veggie Garden volunteers.

Photo by Mary Blockberger

Photo by Paddy Wales

The superb staff of the Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden (from left): Harry
Hill, Nadine Robinson, Mary Blockberger and Bob Boyce. What a team!

Photos by Heather Till

Guests at the Summer Garden Party (above and below) enjoyed a beautiful evening
of music, food, lawn games and a silent auction. See more photos on our website.
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the garden in pictures

Photos by Heather Till

Volunteers are what keep the Garden growing. An appreciation dinner was held on July 10 for all the good folks who help out in so many ways every week.

See our Facebook page for
more photos of recent events
at the Botanical Garden.
Photo by Mary Blockberger

We held our School Program wrap up meeting and celebration June 26. During the spring, the program welcomed 11 local classes and over 200 students to learn
about pond life, bees, pollinators and flowers. Volunteers helping out this year included Barb, Bev, Harry, Heather, Margaret, Paddy, Pat, Rebecca, Robin and Val.

Photos by Mary Blockberger

And we have a winner! Congratulations to Sandy (left), our youngest competitor at our Dog Day of Summer, who got the most “likes” on our Facebook page.
Also pictured are sweet-faced Gracie, long-legged Susie and Pow, and Garden favourite Barney, who never misses a Dog Day.
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These community businesses generously support Salal
with their advertising dollars. Please show your
appreciation by supporting them in return.

Mike Carson

Your Local Sunshine Coast Realtor
5561 Wharf Road, Sechelt, BC
Office: 604.885.3295
Cell: 604.740.1841
Mike@SunshineCoastLand.com
www.SunshineCoastLand.com

dig in
• seeds and bulbs • garden décor •
• great selection of outdoor plants •
• evergreens to japanese maples •
• pots • tools • soils •
• helpful friendly service •

$649,000
West Coast timber frame home priced for a quick sale. This executive home in
Pender Harbour is custom built with vaulted cedar ceilings, has two full length
decks, four baths, four bedrooms, huge loft and separate suite in basement with
private entry. Radiant heat, built in vacuum system, gourmet kitchen, huge garage.

TOOL RENTALS & SALES
PARTY RENTALS

Being Neighbourly is in Our Nature
5654 Wharf Street
Box 1548
Sechelt, BC V0N 3A0

Telephone: 604-885-2848
Web: www.rentitcanada.ca
Email: rentit@dccnet.com

Laurie Rolland
Potter

Botanical Garden Member | Benefits at Blue Ocean

Enjoy our Outdoor Greens in 2017

We are proud to support the Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden
and its valued membership, with a 10% discount for any of our
green fee rates through the 2017 golf season.  
We hope you will join us for some fun, fitness and golf.
We have introduced a NEW Social Membership which may appeal
to the Botanical Golfer, who would like to be more active
at the Blue Ocean Golf Club.
For details on our 2017 season please check www.blueoceangolf.ca

www.laurierolland.com

To advertise in Salal, please contact



Kathleen Hudson:

kmhudson@telus.net



Blue Ocean Golf Club

604-885-2700
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