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An existing dormant well on the Garden property has been recommissioned and is now providing water.
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Irrigation project
nears completion
Last summer’s extended drought
certainly presented challenges for staff
and volunteers at the Botanical Garden.
Like the rest of the Sunshine Coast, we
were subject to escalating levels of water
restrictions, culminating in a total ban on
outside watering. All summer long, we
relied on the hard work of volunteers to
hand water with hoses and watering cans
(while that was still allowed), and then we
began using grey water collected at the
Garden and brought in by the bucketful
by kind members. Obviously, this is a

situation we don’t want to see repeated.
Our board authorized drilling a
well and installing irrigation pipes to
bring water to areas where it is most
needed during the dry months. At our
Grow the Garden Gala in February,
we launched our “Well Worth It!”
fundraising campaign to offset the
costs of this project. Support for this
campaign has been enthusiastic, and we
continue to welcome donations for this
important addition.
Continued on page 3
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Construction on the pumphouse was completed April 12.
Thanks to MPA Project Management for a great build.

president’s message

As we approach the seventh anniversary
of the purchase of the property now known
as the Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden, it is
time to reflect, to celebrate and to look ahead.
I have been a director of the Botanical
Garden Board for the past four years and a
member for the past six years, and I have
witnessed the commitment, generosity,
passion and tremendous hard work of so many.
Before writing this message, I took the time
to read Salal editions back as far as 2007 (now
archived on the Garden’s website). As I read, in
awe of the those who first had the dream of
a Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden, I was
reminded how much of that dream has been
realized. However, to quote Colin Powell: “A
dream doesn’t become reality through magic:
it takes sweat, determination and hard work.”
The fulfillment of our dream continues
and will for many years to come; that is the
joy of developing a Garden. As Douglas
Justice, SCBG board director and associate
director of UBC Botanical Garden so aptly
says, “A garden is never complete.”
What has been completed is a vital
element for our planning, a topographic
survey of the 40-acre Garden property, thanks

salal
to Seamus Pope and his team at Strait Land
Surveying Inc. This survey is a preliminary
step prior to the hiring of a landscape
architect firm to undertake a comprehensive
master plan that will guide the Garden’s
development over the next 15 years.
A master plan will be the road map
guiding the Garden forward. Our success to
date as a community institution, a tourist
attraction and a growing botanical landmark
will be better sustained and further developed
with an overall plan and strategic vision. This
is an exciting step in the Garden’s history.
Underwriting a master planning process
would not have been possible without a
generous donation from a Garden supporter,
and without the wholehearted commitment of
the board, volunteers and staff.
At the time of writing, our request for
proposals has been distributed to potential
candidates, and the selected firm will be
announced at the end of June. Then begins
six months of concentrated work, planning
and phasing the future garden. The completed
plan, expected December, 2016, will focus
future Garden development and highlight
priorities needing further funding.
And speaking of funding, a hearty round
of applause to everyone who donated to the
“Well Worth It!” campaign, and for those who
are working so hard to make it happen. Under
the sound guidance of Garden manager Mary
Blockberger, the project has moved forward. If
you visit the Garden you will see a reclaimed
well, a pumphouse and trenches being dug
to lay the pipe, another dream nearing
completion, with precious water to support
the plants and trees as we head into another
dry summer. Thank you for recognizing that
dreaming is “Well Worth It!”
— Gerry Latham, president,
Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden
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thank you!
Wheelbarrows of
thanks to:
• Sechelt Tree Service for
the loads and loads of
wood chips for our paths.

upcoming events
Plants and Fungi

Mini Plant Sales

Sunday, June 5, 7 pm

Tuesdays, 1 pm - 3 pm

Plants are fascinating; fungi are fascinating. But for sheer entertainment
value, it’s difficult to beat plants plus fungi! Fungi have been associated
with plants since the earliest plants colonized land and are requisite
partners of almost all our familiar Pacific Northwest plants. Join
Andy MacKinnon in this exploration of the fruitful union of two of his
favourite kingdoms.

There are lots of great plants still for sale. Volunteers will open the plant
sale area every Tuesday in June from 1 - 3 pm. Park in the volunteer lot
(Gate 1). Same great prices as the big plant sale, but smaller crowds!

Tickets are $15 for Botanical Garden members, $20 for non-members.
Available through the Garden office.

Closed Thursdays.
Pavilion rental available every day.

Summer Hours at the Garden
Open Friday to Wednesday, 11 am - 4 pm
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garden goings on
It’s spring, and that means the Botanical
Garden has burst into colour. We saw an
earlier than usual blooming time for our two
rhododendron collections, and it was great to
see the shrubs bounce back after the drought
last summer. Many of the newer rhodos had to
be pruned back to eliminate dead wood, but
new growth is emerging from the branches
and a good show of flowers was still seen.
Our Pavilion beds are a riot of bloom right
now, with lupins, iris, foxglove and poppies
stealing the show. Weeding parties have been
gathering on the first Monday of each month
to tame the horsetail and other undesirables,
and the gardens are looking great.
Bob Boyce has been mowing the paths
and lawn areas, and on your next visit you’ll
notice several newly cleared areas to enjoy.
The Native Plant Garden is wonderful in
the spring, with the raised berms highlighting
plants of the Garry oak ecosystem. The pond
is once again full of tadpoles, much to the
delight of visitors young and old. Stop on
the bridge and have a look on your next visit;
you’ll see tadpoles, water bugs and a great
variety of dragonflies.
Wedding season got off to an early start
with our first ceremony and reception on May
7. Congratulations Robin and Rosemary;
thanks for choosing the Botanical Garden
for your special day! We’ve started taking
bookings for next summer, so if a 2017
wedding is in your plans, don’t delay in
getting in touch.
— Mary Blockberger, Garden Manager

Iris are in full bloom now in the Pavilion beds.

The cones on this dwarf Norway spruce
(Picea abies ‘Lombarts’) are a unique colour.

Photos by Mary Blockberger

Blue poppies grace the Pavilion garden.

areas are developed.
The contractors working with us on this project have been amazing
partners. They have all worked with our schedule and budget, and we are
very grateful to them all. Here’s a big bucket of thanks to AJ Pumps and
Water Management, Anderson Drilling, D. Lewis Contracting, MPA Project
Management, Olson Electric, and Rob Lee Excavating.
— Mary Blockberger, Garden Manager

Irrigation project, from page 1
Work started in early March, and by the end of the first week, we had
successfully recommissioned a dormant well. Next came the construction of
the pumphouse, the upgrading of electrical service, the installation of the
pump, and the trenching and laying of the irrigation lines. We’ve designed
a system that can be easily expanded as the Botanical Garden grows and new

Photos by Mary Blockberger

The trenching began May 19, and soon our new well will be delivering water to our thirsty plants. Darryl Lewis is doing a fantastic job on the excavation … this ditch
is as nice as a ditch can be. Will and John from AJ Pumps & Water Management put in several full days, and they are delightful to work with.
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natural gardening
shrubs, herbs, vines and perennial vegetables which have yields directly
useful to humans,” using all of these layers.
A key component of this system for a productive garden is the choice of
plants. The mature trees may be already in place, dwarf fruit and nut trees
grow beneath them. Raspberries, huckleberries and currants fit in the shrub
layer. Many vegetables, such as carrots, need too much sun, but several
herbs, rhubarb and leafy vegetables (dandelions?) thrive. For example,
comfrey is grown to use as a natural fertilizer or applied as a mulch.
Many hedgerow flowers attract beneficial insects. Ground covers include
strawberries, mint and clover.
In an ornamental garden, the range of plants for each layer is enormous,
but the herbaceous layers are often empty, leaving space for weeds. Selfsowers such as foxgloves, columbines, forget-me-nots and the native
fringecups or tellima provide cover in winter and can be edited out as more
valued perennials fill out in late spring.
Even in a traditional vegetable garden, bare earth can be avoided by
sowing a winter cover crop after harvest. This reduces the loss of nutrients
during heavy rains and also blocks weeds. Turning a lawn into a meadow
with long grass, spring bulbs and perennial flowers such as ox-eye daisies
and yarrow avoids a monoculture, and regular mowing and watering are not
necessary.
A certain amount of work is necessary to cut the meadow, remove the
forget-me-nots and turn in the cover crops each year, and the prospect of a
garden of wild flowers does not appeal to everyone. Some plants are invasive,
and should not be encouraged. But on the whole, the benefits of a natural
garden outweigh the disadvantages.
— Sheila Watkins, Master Gardener

Photo by Sheila Watkins

In the wild, in our climate, wherever there is sufficient light, bare
soil quickly disappears. Within a few years, alder trees, blackberries and
salmon berries take over from grass and wildflowers. Natural landscaping
mimics ecosystems, resulting in sustainable, low-maintenance ornamental
or productive gardens, using plants of our own choice. The ideas can be
applied to forest edges, orchards, meadows and perennial borders, avoiding
monoculture and bare earth.
There are six layers of plant growth to consider: a canopy layer of
mature trees; under-storey trees; shrubs; herbaceous plants; ground covers;
vines and climbers. The Wikipedia definition of forest gardening is “a low
maintenance sustainable plant-based food production and agroforestry
system based on woodland ecosystems, incorporating fruit and nut trees,

cooks come to visit

Photo by Paddy Wales

On April 22, Alleyne and Barbara Cook came to visit.
Alleyne had a good look at the rhododendrons,
and reacquainted himself with his old favourites.
Most of these plants spent their early years in the
Cook’s garden, before finding their way to the
Sunshine Coast. After the tour and lunch, Barbara
was presented with an early birthday cake. This
couple mean the world to us, and their enthusiastic
encouragement for the Garden warms our hearts!

12 tips for a drought-resistant garden
Are we in for another summer of serious drought? Here are some suggestions to help you and
your garden survive or even thrive.
• Collect water. If you don’t already collect roof-water, start now in case we get a few rainy chances.
Next year, start earlier. Keep stored water covered to prevent mosquitos.
• Re-use water. Last year folks re-used household wasted water (such as when waiting for the
hot) and grey water that has been gently used, such as vegetable rinse water. A small amount of
detergent won’t likely harm the soil, but the less, the better.
• Mulch when wet. In summer, apply a thin layer of pre-moistened mulch such as fine bark mulch.
The best time to mulch deeply is when soil is thoroughly wet, late fall to early spring.
• Water less. Before holding the nozzle or placing the sprinkler, check to see if water is needed.
• Water with care. If soil is crusted over, use anything from a garden fork to a bamboo skewer to
poke holes in it, so water is not wasted as run-off.
• Water by hand. The time is far from wasted – you’ll become more observant of how your plants
are faring.
• Dig mini ditches. Make indentations around the dripline of shrubs or recently planted trees, so
water sinks in gradually.
• Water deeply. Most plants prefer drying out between waterings, and will grow deeper roots if you
water longer, but less often.
• Toughen up your plants. Deep infrequent watering makes plants less insect- or disease-prone.
• Wait for fall rains. Move plants in cooler, wetter weather so they are not over-stressed.
• Ditch the thirstiest plants. They take too much from your other plants.
• Give your lawn a vacation. A summer-brown lawn shows you care. Bravo!
– Paddy Wales
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school classes visit the garden
You know the Botanical Garden is a great place to
learn, and now school teachers and parents know too.
From salamander eggs to dragonflies, from honeybees
to pistils and stamens, from invasive weeds to precious
native plants, students come to learn in a welcoming,
varied and creative environment.
This school year, we hosted 17 class field trips
from seven elementary schools. With nine Garden
volunteers, five volunteer beekeepers, plus Mary
Blockberger and Harry Hill at times, all working
together, we gave students hands-on experiences that
deepened their connection to Nature.
The demand exceeded our capacity to host classes
this spring, and we were forced to turn classes away.
If you have teaching experience or skill connecting
young people to the natural world, please let us know.
It is a most rewarding program for volunteers too.
– Paddy Wales
Photos by Paddy Wales and Mary Blockberger

On April 8, Harry Hill welcomed Mr. Allen’s Kinnikinnick class for a visit. The kids all had a chance to
help build a giant nest with Paddy Wales and spend some time in the Native Plant Garden. Mr. Allen’s
classes are always fun to host.

During their visit to the Garden May 19, Gibsons
Elementary students found dragonfly nymphs, water
gliders, tiny spiders, a water scorpion, tadpoles and frogs.
They also enjoyed hopscotch, the willow tunnel and good
old-fashioned games of chase.

Drones don’t have stingers, so students were
able to let them crawl on their hands.
On May 5, the Spider Home-School group came
to learn and work at the Garden. They helped
weed horsetail and busted Scotch broom, then
assisted Paddy Wales in building a new leaf
mould compost bin near the rhododendrons.
In the afternoon Lee-Ann Ennis led them in a
session of pond-dipping.
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more than just summer flowers
It’s the time of year when phrases like “April showers bring forth May
flowers” along with Shakespeare’s description of “the merrie month of May”
ring in one’s memory. Gone already are the “hosts of golden daffodils” that
Wordsworth described so vividly and Houseman’s poem about cherry trees
being “the loveliest of trees” have now long dissipated into snow white
blossom carpets. Walter de la Mare reveals that “green as an arbour grew
leafy June.” Poets express the change of days, months and seasons so vividly.
Indeed, a stroll in one’s garden gives a sense of surprise that various
species of perennials are suddenly blooming. All too soon the blooms seem
to droop and fade, and one realizes that nothing will be the same as it is
today, when an emerging flower is observed.
So how can we be sure that our gardens will be worthy of our efforts to
tend them? Or does Nature decide for us? We all have different ideas about
what a garden means for us personally. For me, it goes beyond the planning
and layout of what goes here and there. Since last year’s drought I realize
that effort is required to keep a garden in pristine condition. Gradually I
have come to the realization that gardening is, as author and avid gardener
Bill Terry so aptly describes, “a partnership with Mother Nature” (from The
Carefree Garden).
Yet as I stroll and gaze, sit and contemplate, I realize that the garden is
more than just summer flowers. It is a haven of peace and tranquility. There
is the sunlight that dances through the leafy trees and shrubs, alighting on
the fern fronds swaying in the shadows of the majestic maroon red Japanese
maple. A stronger breeze sends ripples, like dancing wavelets, running
along the top of an emerald cedar hedge. The contrasting elements of light
and shade, movement and stillness offer more energy than just the transient
blooming of flowers.
Nature has given us many species of birds that twitter in our garden,
from the carolling of robins to the incessant chirping of pine siskins.
The Eurasian collar doves offer gentle cooing sounds in contrast to
the strident “eeeek” of mating evening grosbeaks. Whirring wings of
the hummingbird reveal its flight path to the opening flowers of the
honeysuckle, which have pushed through a bank of ivy, for yet another
summer. Such sounds are in harmony with our small trickling waterfall
and the soft bubbling surge of the fountain into the lily pond. Bamboo,
metal and seashell chimes hang from tree branches in various locations
offering invisible musical chords that provide an infusion of creativity for
the gardener. The soothing element of sound is always unexpected, never
planned or formally orchestrated.
It seems that our garden is requiring less arduous labour the more
I reflect upon the relationship of the sight and sound elements. There
is a further element, relating to touch, as the soft greening of spreading

Photos by Susan Meyer

Ralph and June Meyer relax in their tranquil garden.

cranesbill flows onto winding gravel pathways and gentle thyme continues
to creep around the hard concrete stepping stones. The factory-made
precision cedar fence bordering our property on the south side is gradually
being converted into a living wall of variegated ivy. The balance between
hard and soft still provides a contrast, yet the defined lines are blurred, thus
avoiding sharp intrusive edges.
“What is this life if full of care, we have no time to stand and stare?”
asks the poet William Davies. Staring induces reflection, both inwardly and
outwardly. Birds see their reflections in clean pottery birdbaths while there
is a shiny reflecting ball that gently turns, engaging different images of the
garden. A large mirror is surrounded by emerald green forsythia foliage and
reflects the garden’s different moods. Even the greenhouse windows display
seasonal images of colour, shape, texture and the time of day.
Such elemental perspectives of light and shade, harmonious sounds,
the merging balance of soft and hard textures, reflective images of colour
and perspective give the gardener and visitors alike a deep sense of wonder,
a renewed energy, ongoing enthusiasm and deep gratitude beyond the
blooming of summer flowers.
— June Meyer
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the buzz about bees
We have been busy in the bee yard this spring. We
entered winter with eight hives and suffered winter losses
of three hives. We’re not certain of the cause, but there
are a few possibilities: the hives were not strong enough
for our wet, wet winter; the formic acid treatment may
have been too strong and hard on the queen; dampness;
high mite loads. It is hard to say exactly. However, our
remaining hives are building nicely.
We are in the midst of queen rearing, which is
interesting and fun to do. Our first attempt resulted in
only one queen cell, so we grafted again and hope for a
more successful result. Watch for a more detailed article
about rearing queens in an upcoming issue of Salal.
We have great bee stock in the apiary at the bee
yard gardens – the queens are gentle, the hives generally
happy, and there is good honey production.
We held an evening clean-up of the gardens around
the apiary, weeding, planting, enlarging a few spots and
sowing bee-friendly seeds. We continue to meet every
second Monday at the apiary to manage the hives, and
it remains a great place to learn hands-on beekeeping.
New members have joined the Bee Club, and it is always
The members of the Bee Club – and the bees – are all active at this time of year.
wonderful to meet people who are intrigued by the bees.
The Day of the Honeybee this year was May 28, and
we were guests at the Sechelt Farmers Market. We hosted
a table, sold honey, answered questions, and promoted
bee happy gardens and bee health. We took one frame of
bees from the apiary and put it in an observation hive for
people to see the bees and all the work they do.
So far no swarms from the apiary yet, but it is still
early in swarm season. We hope that our management
this year will help to stave off swarms. But the bees
really know what they are doing, regardless of our
intervention.
We hope people will stop by and observe the bees.
One can often see the bees with the pockets on their legs
full of pollen from the surrounding gardens, happily
bringing food home to store.
— Sally Burke

Tiny Perfect
Plant Sales!
With its excellent acoustics and idyllic setting
the Garden Pavilion is an ideal venue
for your special occasion.
FIND RENTAL INFORMATION ON OUR WEBSITE
or email info@coastbotanicalgarden.org

There are lots of great plants still
for sale. Volunteers will open the
plant sale area every Tuesday
in June from 1 - 3 pm.
Park in the volunteer lot (Gate 1).
Same great prices as the big plant
sale, but smaller crowds!
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Photos by Harry Meier

recent events

Photo by Mary Blockberger

May was Plant Sale month, beginning with the big day May 1 and continuing every Tuesday afternoon in June.

Photo by Mary Blockberger

Egan Davis, full of infectious exuberance, brought his
workshop, New Ways from Sweden, March 19, based on
his experiences with Peter Korn. The emphasis was giving
plants growing conditions that mimic their original homes.

Photo by Paddy Wales

March 6, English nurseryman Howard Willis inspired guests with the Beauty of Leaves,
the pleasure and science of the varied colouration and patterns of foliage. Cool fact:
spiral growth patterns (such as in hen and chicks) result in more light on each leaf,
maximizing photosynthesis!
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recent events

Photo by Paddy Wales

The second workshop series, Plan Your Resilient Garden, was given by Sheila
Watkins and Paddy Wales. If you would like this class repeated in fall, please
contact the Garden. Fall is a perfect time to begin changes for next year.

Photo by Mary Blockberger

April 17, Candace Campo gave a fascinating and at times very personal tour
of the Garden, Talking Trees Walk, interpreting plants from an Aboriginal
viewpoint. Talking Trees is also available through Talaysay Tours.
There was a terrific turnout of volunteers on May 15,
both from the Botanical Garden and from TELUS for the
annual Day of Giving. This is the day set aside each year
when past and current TELUS employees volunteer in a
community project. For the past few years, the Garden
has benefitted from this generous support, and as in
past years, the focus was on the vegetable garden.
By mid-May, the weeds are a bit overwhelming for the
vegetable team alone to tackle, and it’s a great help to
have this one-day blitz of volunteer labour. This year,
there were 28 volunteers pulling weeds, weed whacking
edges and laying down fresh chips on the paths.
A huge thank you goes out to the organizers of this
event, to TELUS for their tremendous community
support and, of course, to all the volunteers who came
out to help. The veggie garden is looking fabulous after
all their hard work.
Photo by Mary Blockberger

Photo by Mary Blockberger

You know that great feeling when unexpected company drops in and your house
is neat and tidy? That’s how it felt on May 6 when this badminton club from
Vancouver stopped by for an impromptu tour.

See our Facebook page for more
photos of recent events at the Garden.
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May 10 was another beautiful day, and another great seniors’ tour through
the Botanical Garden. This group from Pender Harbour has been coming for
years now, and they are a delight to host. The lucky group was off after their
spin around the Garden to dine at Blue Ocean Golf Club. All in all, a pretty
good day to be a Pender senior!

These community businesses generously support Salal
with their advertising dollars. Please show your
appreciation by supporting them in return.

Mike Carson

Your Local Sunshine Coast Realtor
5561 Wharf Road, Sechelt, BC

Office: 604.885.3295
Cell: 604.740.1841
Mike@SunshineCoastLand.com
www.SunshineCoastLand.com

Always Growing
• great selection of plants • great service and advice
• wedding flowers • giftware
• bouquets for every occasion or just because

Two-Acre Lowbank Waterfront
Halfmoon Bay: $1,738,000

TREES – FLOWERS – VEGETABLES
Beginners to pros shop here

How does your garden grow?

TOOL RENTALS & SALES
PARTY RENTALS

Visit us for inspiration and like us on Facebook
1826 SC Highway, Roberts Creek, BC V0N 2W5 (access off West Reed Road)

Phone: 604-886-2796 Fax: 604 886-2718
www.sunshinecoastnursery.com Email: scnursery@eastlink.ca

5654 Wharf Street
Box 1548
Sechelt, BC V0N 3A0

Telephone: 604-885-2848
Web: www.rentitcanada.ca
Email: rentit@dccnet.com

Being neighbourly
is in our nature.

Laurie Rolland

Come enjoy our tasty greens, for sustenance
and for exercise!

Potter

The Blue Ocean Golf Club and Grill is proud to support
the Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden, and its valued
members, with a 10% discount on green fees, Club
Memberships and all food orders at the Blue Ocean
Grill, simply by presenting your SCBGS membership
card. We hope to welcome you soon.

www.laurierolland.com

Barrie McWha, General Manager
Blue Ocean Golf Club and Grill

To advertise in Salal, please contact



Kathleen Hudson:

kmhudson@telus.net

always in full swing.



6177 Ripple Way, Sechelt
604 885 2700 blueoceangolf.ca
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