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SUNSHINE COAST BOTANICAL GARDEN MASTER PLA

Lees + Associates have provided more details
now for the Entrance Garden, an area slated for
completion during the next five years. This area of
first impressions includes signage and a new main
gate on Mason Road and a new walkway and plaza
for you to meet friends, read some information about
paths and garden areas, enter the Pavilion or head
into the Garden through the Birch Allee.
Pictured are a conceptual drawing and details of
the Entrance Garden Plaza.
Visit the Garden for more information and to
view the Master Plan.
— Paddy Wales,
Master Planning Committee Chair
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president’s message
Hallelujah, it’s spring, a most
welcome season after our very Canadian
winter.
Despite winter weather, the
snowdrops and witch hazels began
to bloom, paused, then began again.
I think plants flowering so early
must have a sense of humour about
the weather, and pollinating insects
swarmed the blossoms any day the
sun had a bit of warmth. As the days
lengthen, the parade of blooms is
quickening. What a refreshing time to
take a stroll through the Garden!
As our excellent Master Plan will
be ready in days, we are making the
leap into raising the money to make the
dream come alive on our land. It is a
giant task, one that will be daunting at
times, and we embark on it with hope,
excitement, and resolve.
Director Ian Macdonald leads our
Fund Development Committee. We are
planning to improve communications
and marketing strategies to boost this
vital and uplifting task. Expect to hear
from us in a wider variety of pertinent
ways. Building a botanical garden here
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on the Sunshine Coast enables us all to
reach into the future – our own, that of
the community, and of loved ones we
have not yet imagined.
A special Happy Spring to all the
volunteers. In December the elves
helped with Woodland Christmas and
Winter Lights, and our faithful Clean
Team kept their weekly date with dirt.
Our Botanical Garden could not operate
without our precious volunteers!
— Paddy Wales, president,
Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden

thank you, harry!

Salal is the official publication of the Sunshine
Coast Botanical Garden Society, a registered
charity. Salal is published four times per year.
All issues are available for viewing at:
www.coastbotanicalgarden.org

Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden is located at:
5941 Mason Road, Sechelt  •  604.740.3969

board of directors
President: Paddy Wales
Vice-President: Rosemary Bates Terry
Secretary: Heather Gordon
Treasurer: Linda Shute
Directors-at-Large: Jean Bennett,
Douglas Justice, Ian Macdonald,
Heather Till, David Watkins
Contact any of the above by email:
info@coastbotanicalgarden.org

thank you!
Wheelbarrows of thanks to:
• Volunteers (you know
who you are)! The
Garden is grateful for
all the many hours put
in by our stellar team of
faithful volunteers!

Photo by Heather Till

A huge thank-you hug to Harry Almond for his cheery
coordination of the Seniors Garden. He has stepped down
due to health changes after six years of encouraging and
motivating the participants. He looks forward to visiting
when the weather warms up. Harry is pictured at left and
on the next page.
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garden goings on
Wow! I don’t know about you, but I am really ready for
spring to arrive. Although the blanket of snow added an extra
festive touch to Woodland Christmas and Winter Lights, we
were very happy to see it all finally melt away last month.
Our new gardener, Nadine Robinson, has been hard at work
cleaning up the Rhododendron and Pavilion beds, as well as
sorting tools and organizing the Potting Shed and Classroom.
The difference is astounding, and she’s only been here six weeks!
Bob Boyce was kept busy clearing trees and branches brought
down in winter storms, and even ventured out on the frozen
northeast pond to clear some snags.
As the Garden warms up and springs back to life, our
volunteers are eager to get back to work. We are always looking
for more helping hands, and have many opportunities for
involvement. If you have some time to spare, our veggie garden
is a great place to spend it. The beds and paths are in great
shape, and soon the seeds and starts will go in. We have some
exciting fundraising events in the works, and would welcome
help in making them come together. Our Clean Team welcomed
a few new faces last year, but as they like to say, “The more, the
merrier!” Work parties will be starting up soon, and as everyone
knows, parties are best with big crowds. If any of these areas
interest you, please let me know. I’d be very happy to discuss
ways for you to be involved.
— Mary Blockberger, Garden Manager

Photo by Paddy Wales

Nadine Robinson (right) is the new full-time gardener at the Garden. She previously
worked at UBC Botanical Garden, and has family on the Sunshine Coast. Her efforts
and expertise have already made a difference. She’s pictured with Garden Manager
Mary Blockberger, who is happy to have her on the team.

Long-time volunteer Harry Almond (second from right) with dedicated members of the Seniors Garden crew.
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Photo by Mary Blockberger

the buzz about bees: wintering in the hive
I was thinking what to share during this season as the honeybees
generally stay clustered within the hive, and I remembered an article from
November, 2016, Bee Culture magazine, written by William Hesbach.
“Evolution has provided honey bees with an extraordinary ability
to thermo-regulate and survive in a cold climate. During winter, bees
cluster in a configuration that has a dense outer layer of older bees,
sometimes referred to as a mantle, covering an inner core of more loosely
packed younger bees. The cluster responds to changes in temperature by
expanding to dissipate heat and contracting to conserve heat. Bees can
precisely position their bodies in layers so their thoracic hairs interlace.
Since a bee’s hair has similar properties to down, bees resist heat loss, and
their layered bodies close ventilation throughout the cluster and between
combs. As an interlaced cluster they form a naturally efficient insulation
cooperative.”
And of course the Queen is at the centre.
We last saw the viability of our eight overwintering hives during the
cold snap prior to Christmas. It was at this juncture that we administered
oxalic acid as treatment for the varroa mite. All hives were alive but we
will not open the hives until the weather warms.
Our next meeting will feature a movie night with some clips from
a beekeeper, Michael Palmer, and a discussion will follow on spring
management.

Beekeepers Harry Meier and Kathleen Suddes using the vaporization method of
applying oxalic acid.

Our new website – coastbeekeepers.com – is up and running,
allowing people to find us and bringing new inquiries and members to
the Club.
— Sally Burke

upcoming events
Plants and Fungi with Andy MacKinnon

Giant Annual Plant Sale

Sunday, March 5, 2 p.m.
Plants are fascinating; fungi are fascinating.
But for sheer entertainment value, it’s difficult
to beat plants plus fungi! Fungi have been
associated with plants since the earliest plants
colonized land, and are requisite partners of
almost all of our familiar Pacific Northwest
plants. Join Andy in this exploration of the
fruitful union of two of his favourite kingdoms.
Tickets $15 for Botanical Garden members, $20 for non-members.

Sunday, May 7, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
This is the big one! Hundreds of potted plants and seeds to choose from.

Vegetable Growing with Mike Nassichuk
Sunday, March 26, 2 p.m.
Learn the ins and outs of successfully growing your own veggies and herbs in
a garden space or container when Master Gardener Mike Nassichuk makes a
return visit to the Botanical Garden.
Tickets $15 for Botanical Garden members, $20 for non-members.

A Talk About Pollinators with Gwen Odermaat

Tickets and registration for events through the Garden office.
Call 604-740-3969 or email info@coastbotanicalgarden.org

Tuesday, April 25, 7 p.m. (time may change)
Watch for details on the website.

With its excellent acoustics and idyllic setting, the
Garden Pavilion is an ideal venue for your special occasion.
weddings • celebrations of life • birthday parties • business meetings

FIND RENTAL INFORMATION ON OUR WEBSITE
604.740.3969 • info@coastbotanicalgarden.org
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spring in the native plant garden
With the unusually harsh winter we’ve
just come through, spring may arrive a little
later than normal in the Native Plant Garden.
Even so, by February 23, flower buds were seen
swelling on the Indian plum and flowering
currant shrubs, and catkins were starting
to lengthen on the Scouler’s willow, beaked
hazelnut and red alder trees. Some native bulbs
were pushing their heads out of the ground and
the first grass shoots were starting to appear.
At this time last year, there were already
masses of frog eggs in the pond, but none
have appeared yet this year because the water
is still too cool. Something I look forward to
every spring at the Botanical Garden is my
first sighting of a mourning cloak butterfly.
They overwinter as adults in crevices and under
loose tree bark, and typically emerge on sunny
afternoons in late February.
The arrival of spring may be delayed this
year, but nature has a way of catching up once

Photo by Robert Logan

The mourning cloak butterfly emerges in late February.

the warm weather arrives. By May the Garry oak
meadow area will be turning blue and yellow
with the blooms of camas and western buttercup.
The next time you’re at the garden for a
walkabout, have a look for the signs of spring it will raise your spirits!
— Harry Hill

Photo by Harry Hill

Flower buds are swelling on the Indian plum.

views from windows
differences come into view. The garden design of shapes, tones of colour
and depths of perspective hold my attention and remind me of the poem:
“What is this life if, full of care / We have no time to stand and stare?”
(William Henry Davies). Such scrutiny is always a solitary experience
where we become lost in thought.
I recall having a frosted pane glass window, at the top of a flight of
stairs, in my childhood home. A window seat was in front of this window,
which was always closed to keep out the drafts and inclement weather. Yet
I always took great delight in opening it and peering out to gaze at the
distant Edge Hills where the Battle of Naseby was fought in June 1645,
between the Royalists and the Roundheads. The distant view of these
hills enabled me to foresee the weather. A light mist heralded a sunny
day while a clear image meant a forecast of approaching change and rain.
Later, as a teen, a closer view of light in a nearby house indicated that a
certain young man was at home. I was an avid reader, and the window seat
offered a place to curl up and read a book. I felt suspended between the
seclusion of our outside garden and neighbour’s lane.
Passing by newly constructed houses today, I wonder what can be seen
from their windows – over or into a roof of the neighbouring house? If the
windows are divided into small panes, does that fragment the vista? If a
view threatens to be obscured, what can be done about it? Often I sit and
gaze out our windows and rejoice when a totally unexpected perspective
appears: the other day five eagles were soaring on the thermals then
swooping into arcs as they descended lower. What amazing perceptions of
the landscape these majestic birds must have, whether in flight or perched
on a tall tree.
So reflect upon the views you see from your windows, from the inside
out – whether you look upon your garden, trees, birds, the ocean, the
sky – and feel a sense of wonder of the changing seasons, weather, times
of day or night that magically create different aspects of the natural world
around us.
— June Meyer

Photo by June Meyer

We are well into 2017, and our gardens have awakened from the
intensity of frigid temperatures and the frozen earth. It’s been mainly
views from our cottage windows that have kept me informed as to what
has been happening outside. Standing with my back to the warm fire,
visions have been far over the ocean and near into our garden, and all have
been influenced by the lightness of sunshine and the greyness of dull days.
There have been hours of obscurity during wet days and clarity to see far
beyond into the distance when sunshine abounds.
Our windows are of differing sizes, and the extent of view is
determined by these boundaries. Long narrow windows echo the tall
stately Douglas firs, while broad, clear glass panes reveal an extensive vista
of the garden plus the borrowed landscape of neighbours’ shrubs, trees
and hedges. By moving slightly, the angles of vision change and subtle
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recent events
CREATING ECOLOGICAL PLANT
COMMUNITIES: On Feb. 18,
Egan Davis explained the
importance of looking at plants
in their natural environments,
and how to plan the best plant
combinations for your garden.
ALL ABOUT COMPOSTING:
On Feb. 19, Catherine Dale
shared her wealth of knowledge,
explaining various composting
methods, worm composting,
backyard bins, and compost tea.

MASTER PLAN: On Jan. 12, Garden members were invited to a first view of
the draft Master Plan. Shown here (from left) are Paddy Wales, Green Party
candidate Kim Darwin and Heather Gordon.

WEDDING FAIR: The Botanical Garden table at this year’s Wedding Fair was
visited by many future brides on Jan. 21. There are just a few dates still available
for summer 2017 weddings, and already there is a booking for summer 2018.

PRUNING WORKSHOP:
Cheryl Topping led a lively
and informative session
on pruning Jan. 28, before
stepping out to tackle the
medlar tree.

WINTER WEATHER:
The Garden was blanketed
with snow during much
of February, and though
the weather forced the
cancellation of a couple of
events, the Garden looked
beautiful.

GREAT BLUE HERON:
This long-legged visitor
patiently waited for the ice
to melt on the pond so he
could resume fishing.

All photos on this page
by Mary Blockberger
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recent events

Photos by Mary Blockberger

HAIR OF THE DOG DAY: Barney (top left) and his pals enjoyed exploring the Garden on Hair of the Dog Day, an
annual event held on the first day of the year. Barney won the prize for favourite visitor this year. Also in the gallery
of perfect pooches are 13-year-old Chance, Daphne and Mia, Gracie; Misty, Laska, Jackson and Sammy.

See our Facebook page for
more photos of recent events
at the Botanical Garden.

Give a Gift of the Garden
Express your love and support of the Botanical Garden with a thoughtful gift
that requires no wrapping! Delight your friends and family with one of the
following Garden gift options:
• GIVE a single ($20) or family ($25) membership to the Botanical Garden
• ADOPT a tree or a bench and create a lasting memento at the Garden
• BUY an engraved brick for the Sparling Pavilion terrace
• JOIN our Perennial Friends monthly giving program
• DONATE an amount of your choosing to keep the Garden growing
• VOLUNTEER at the Garden – join the workers who help the Garden grow

For more information about
these fine gift ideas,
contact us by phone:

604-740-3936
or visit our website:
www.coastbotanicalgarden.org

Warm up at The Bakery
with homemade soup
and a slice of quiche.

or mail your cheque to SCBGS
Box 1518, Sechelt, BC V0N 3A0

Your gift of the garden
is invaluable!

Located at 5500 Wharf Street
Sechelt • 604.885.9729
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These community businesses generously support Salal
with their advertising dollars. Please show your
appreciation by supporting them in return.

Mike Carson

Your Local Sunshine Coast Realtor
5561 Wharf Road, Sechelt, BC

Office: 604.885.3295
Cell: 604.740.1841
Mike@SunshineCoastLand.com
www.SunshineCoastLand.com

… grow …
OPEN for 2017
7 Days a Week ~ Monday to Sunday, 10am - 4pm

• seeds and bulbs •
• great selection of outdoor plants •
• evergreens to japanese maples •
• garden décor • pots • tools • soils •
• helpful friendly service •

Unsurpassed location, luxurious landscaping, detached garage
and studio, a well maintained charmer with classic features.
Call Mike for a private showing. $649,900

TOOL RENTALS & SALES
PARTY RENTALS

Sunshine Coast

1826 SC Highway

Nursery 604-886-2796

(take West Reed Road)

www.sunshinecoastnursery.com

Being Neighbourly is in Our Nature
5654 Wharf Street
Box 1548
Sechelt, BC V0N 3A0

Telephone: 604-885-2848
Web: www.rentitcanada.ca
Email: rentit@dccnet.com

Laurie Rolland
Potter

Botanical Garden Member | Benefits at Blue Ocean

Enjoy our Outdoor Greens in 2017

We are proud to support the Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden
and its valued membership, with a 10% discount for any of our
green fee rates through the 2017 golf season.  
We hope you will join us for some fun, fitness and golf.
We have introduced a NEW Social Membership which may appeal
to the Botanical Golfer, who would like to be more active
at the Blue Ocean Golf Club.
For details on our 2017 season please check www.blueoceangolf.ca

www.laurierolland.com

To advertise in Salal, please contact



Kathleen Hudson:

kmhudson@telus.net



Blue Ocean Golf Club

604-885-2700
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