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Harvest Festival is this weekend!
Start September with Sunshine Coast
Botanical Garden’s Harvest Festival on
Sunday, September 4, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
5941 Mason Road in West Sechelt. This
annual “last blast of summer” features live
music by Brothers in Farms, food by Farm
to Feast, sales of garlic, honey, garden
plants, preserves and home baking, family
activities, and bushels of fun.
In the Veggie Patch you’ll see a huge
array of organic produce destined for the
Food Bank, and chat with the volunteers
about how and what they have produced.
Kids will be thrilled to harvest and taste
straight from a living vegetable plant.
In the Picnic & Play area, try your
hand at giant croquet, run the willow
tunnel, or discover the Giant Nest.
There are crafts and games for kids, and
room to romp. Brothers in Farms returns
with their uniquely coastal style, and
you’re welcome to get up and dance.
Location caterer Farm to Feast offers their
sustainably-sourced and refreshing menu.
Both the Woodcrafters and Spinners and
Weavers Guilds will be on hand to show,
tell, and encourage people to give their
craft a try. The Astronomy Club will be
out with their solar telescopes. All this
plus a fall plant sale, bags of organically
grown garlic bulbs for eating or planting,
and our famous bake sale.
Photo by Paddy Wales
There will giant smiles and giant vegetables at the Harvest Festival, plus live music, family games, nature crafts,
Check out the cleverly designed
informative displays, tasty food, and more! Sunday, September 4, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
raised beds at the Seniors Accessible
Garden, made to facilitate ease of garden
Admission is by donation (suggested $5/adult, $2/child) – please
functioning. Master Gardeners will
pay what you can to support the Botanical Garden. In addition, share
be on hand to answer your gardening questions or challenges. In the
the harvest spirit with a home-grown or purchased food item for the
bee demonstration area, see the active hives, and taste the honey, and
Food Bank and enter to win a Harvest Gift Basket.
purchase some bottled by the SC Beekeepers Association.
This event is dog-on-leash friendly for leashed owners, but please
If you’re not a frequent visitor, take the guided tour of the entire
avoid food areas. Carpooling is recommended at this very popular
Botanical Garden. Membership is an affordable way to keep up with the
celebration.
many events and discounts the Garden offers. Bring a container and pick
For more information, visit www.coastbotanicalgarden.org
blackberries along the paths. What a great place for families and friends
— Paddy Wales
to enjoy some laughter, outdoor activity, and possibly some wonder.
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president’s message

salal

As I write, I am overlooking my
garden, observing the many signs of autumn
approaching. How fast the summer has gone
by, and yet I am looking forward to the
coolness and crispness of the autumn days.
To quote Victoria Erickson, “This strangely
still pause between summer and autumn,
greenery and gold, and the heat and rising
wind that is once again reading itself to rush it
all away in a climactic symphony of colour and
scent is, in my opinion, one of the best parts
about living on earth.”
For vegetable gardeners, at this time of
year, the bountiful harvest creates its own
pressure … picking, canning, pickling,
freezing, all to be enjoyed during the fall
and winter months. The veggie team at the
Botanical Garden, led by Judy Garrett, has
been busy tending to the Veggie Patch, and
pounds of vegetables have been harvested and
donated to the local food bank with many more
pounds to come. Well done, Veggie Team!
This year saw a record number of couples
selecting the Botanical Garden for their special
day – ten weddings were held this summer,
and bookings are already happening for 2017.
The first wedding at the Garden was held a
mere five years ago, and now we have become a
wedding destination! Many thanks to Garden
Manager Mary Blockberger, who coordinates
and oversees this very important part of the
Garden’s operations.

This has been another outstanding year for
visitors at the Garden, from the Coast, Lower
Mainland, other areas of B.C., national and
international. Repeat visitors to the Botanical
Garden have been amazed with the changes
that have taken place over the past year.
The biggest visual change is the exploratory
pathways and clearings on the property. Areas
that were not accessible have now been cleared,
benches placed and view points created. I walk
the Garden property at least every month or
two and every time, I discover a new path or
area of interest. This is thanks in large part to
the Garden’s maintenance man, Bob Boyce,
who works tirelessly ensuring the Garden
continues to grow.
In the June edition of Salal, I mentioned
that we were getting ready to select the
landscape architect firm that would lead us
through a master planning process. I am pleased
to announce that Lees + Associates, Landscape
Architects and Planners, from Vancouver, were
selected. The goal of the Master Planning
project is to create a comprehensive master plan
to guide the garden’s development over the
next 15 years with an implementation plan for
Phase One. The work has begun (see the site
map on page 4 prepared as part of the first stage
of work, and click here to view more detailed
and additional maps). Stay tuned for more
information on this very exciting milestone in
the Garden’s development.
Join us as we celebrate fall at the eighth
annual Harvest Festival on September 4.
Paddy Wales and Mary Blockberger have been
hard at work and promise this will be the best
one yet! Many thanks to them for all their
contributions to this event.
Bring your family, enjoy the music of
Brothers In Farms, buy some garlic, baked
goods and preserves, play some games. Go for
an exploratory stroll through the Garden in
search of all the new pathways.
I look forward to seeing you at the Garden!
— Gerry Latham, president,
Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden
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thank you!
Wheelbarrows
of thanks to:
• Sechelt Tree Service
for the wood chips
• Ricolan Chef Services for
catering our volunteer party
• The Bakery in Sechelt for your help with coffee
• Your Independent Grocer for the plant donations

Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden Society

Annual General Meeting



September 29, 2016, 5 p.m. in the Pavilion
All Members are Encouraged to Attend
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garden goings on
The two words we’ve been hearing a lot at the Botanical Garden this
summer are “I do!” It’s been a delight to work with so many wonderful
couples as they plan their big day. The word is out that the Garden is an
excellent venue for weddings.
We’ve also heard a lot about the weather. “When is the rain going to
stop?” has now been replaced with “Boy, it sure is hot and dry!” When
Stage 2 water restrictions took effect last month, we were thankful to have
a functioning well. The Garden is looking much better than it did this
time last year.
Our Dog Day of Summer on the BC Day holiday saw another pack
of Very Good Dogs descend on the Garden, and our winner for the most
Facebook “likes” was our pal Barney, who finished just a tail wag ahead of
Baxter.
While most people take a bit of a break over the summer, our
volunteers just keep plugging away! The veggie team is still meeting
twice a week, but have moved the Thursday afternoon session to Thursday
morning to beat the heat. The Clean Team continues to shine! Every
week, these good folks sweep and mop and scrub the Pavilion. They also
laugh a lot. The wonderful weeders have been spending one morning a
month keeping the gardens surround our building looking their best.
All these groups have two things in common. They have fun, and
they welcome more help. If you’d like more information on any volunteer
opportunities at the Botanical Garden, just drop me a line.
— Mary Blockberger, Garden Manager

Photos by Mary Blockberger

Volunteers were out August 8 to deadhead some perennials, pull a mountain of
weeds in the beds around the Pavilion, and visit over coffee and cake. Thanks
Jane, Karin, Nancy, Nancy, and our newest volunteers Barney and Margaret. The
garden looks great! Any others want to join the fun?
Karin and the potters were in July 25 and loaded up the front of the office with
some great plants for sale.

Rhododendrons boast a long season of bloom. The first rhodo to flower this
year was R. ‘Cilpinense’ on February 18. The above photo of R. ‘Margaret Dunn’
starting to flower was taken July 11.
Mother Duck and her growing family were out for a swim July 18.
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This map of the Botanical Garden grounds was prepared by Lees + Associates, Landscape Architects and Planners, who were selected to lead the
Garden
through a
SITE
INVENTORY:
KEY
FEATURES
Date: August 23, 2016
Cemetery Planners
comprehensive,
15-year
master
planning
process.
The
map
was
prepared
as
part
of
the
first
stage
of
work,
and
shows
key
features
and
infrastructure
already
in place
Drawn/Checked:
EF/LZ
509-318 Homer St Vancouver BC Canada V6B 2V2 | p: 604.899.3806
SUNSHINE COAST BOTANICAL GARDEN MASTER PLAN
ON Canada M5T 1A4 | p: 416.645.7033
51 Wolseley St
Scale: 1:500m @ 36x48P
in the Toronto
Garden.
For a more detailed version and additional maps, click here.
www.elac.ca
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a mini meadow
Our lawn was only six metres long and four metres wide. Brown
in summer, needing regular mowing, not used except for the shady
patch where I sit to write on a sunny day. But we need a calm centre
to contrast with the busyness of the perennial borders, so we let the
grass grow into a meadow.
We decided to surround the meadow with a narrow mown
strip, in order to avoid offers to lend us a lawn mower. Now, in
mid-August, the tawny seed-heads of the fine grasses glint in the
sunlight, speckled with colour from various perennials.
The turf is far too dense for annual wildflower seeds to
germinate, but we cut the grass shorter in winter to show off
crocuses, daffodils and bluebells. Ox-eye daisies form clumps, mostly
at the edge, and lupines have self-seeded in the grass. We have
introduced other perennials by planting mature black-eyed susan,
yarrow, perennial sunflower and others, trying species which grow
aggressively in flower beds. Each plant has a small grass-free patch,
and is given some TLC until it has established or disappeared. Apart
from that, we do not water the meadow.
The two metre high stems of Stipa gigantea hover fountain-like
over the centre, and a young evergreen magnolia defines one end. In
the dampest spot, buttercups and clover are remnants of the lawn, but
as yet dandelions and hawkweed have not established themselves.
At first we kept the grass between 15 and 30 cm high, but this
year decided to leave most of it uncut until the early perennials
produced seed. The part made unsightly by storm or animal was
cut in July; the rest will be cut for the first time in September. It
will be interesting to see how different cutting regimes affect the
range of plants. A lower cut in November will leave it looking
reasonable for winter.
A successful meadow does not need rich soil, so we rake up all
the clippings for compost. Because this is a small area, we can dig

Photo by Sheila Watkins

out coarse grasses, thin out extra lupines and remove unwanted
seed heads by hand, trimming the grass around desirable plants
with shears. The rest of the cutting, to about 15 cm, is done with a
Weed Eater. We are waiting to see whether blackberries, thistles and
morning glory move in. If they do, we can easily return our meadow
to a mown lawn, but in the meantime, we are enjoying its soft
beauty and keep on experimenting with different flowers, adding
sparks of colour at every season.
— Sheila Watkins, Master Gardener

the buzz about bees
Our summer at the Bee Yard was busy in
June with a number of schools wanting to bring
students before year end. We scrambled a bit, but
our volunteers managed to attend each session.
Our swarm season was quieter this year than
last year, and though we were not witness to all the
swarms that might have taken place, there were
possibly two swarms. One swarm happened during
the break between school groups, so Harry Meier
was able to catch it and put it in a hive box where
the students could view it firsthand. The hive box
was then left until the evening when all the bees
return to the hive for the night.
The hives are busy, growing in bee
numbers, but with very little honey in most of
the hives. The blackberry blossoms were early
this year and finished early and with all the
rain most beekeepers felt that the bees were
needing to eat their stores when they weren’t
able to get out to gather during the rain. We
will be checking the hives again next week to

Photo by Harry Meier

The bees are still busy in the gardens, but Bee Club
members will soon be preparing the hives for winter.
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see if there is honey for harvest.
We held a bee club barbecue this year at Jeff
and Danise’s house. Jeff and Danise are also rearing
chickens along with their bees, so it was fun to see
how that adventure is unfolding for them.
This is the time of year when we begin our
preparations for winter in the apiary — removing
any honey for harvest, treating for mites, ensuring
that the hives are strong and healthy as they face
their most difficult time of year, winter.
Membership in the Sunshine Coast
Beekeepers Association is down this year. Our
tally of about a dozen members showed a 53 per
cent loss, higher than the provincial average.
Many of us are members of the BC Honey
Producers Association and the AGM is coming
up in mid October. It is being sponsored by the
Richmond Bee Club. The first day is business
followed by a couple of days when speakers
address a number of honeybee topics.
— Sally Burke

orange hawkweed, alien invader!
Quiz Question: What plant has a
delightful bright-orange cluster of flowers
like a miniature dandelion rising on a slender
fuzzy stalk, fuzzy rounded leaves, roots
that love to run in all directions, and has a
substance in its pollen that prevents other
plants from setting seeds?
Answer: Orange hawkweed, known to
botanists as Hieracium aurantiacum, native in
Eurasia and spreading across North America.
We found this plant growing near
the Seniors Garden a few years back, and
it seemed a low priority, and, well, kind
of sweet. In just a few years, the patch
has spread greatly, and sent its seeds to
germinate in new locations nearby and in
spots much farther away in the Garden.
Hawkweed patches are springing up along
Sunshine Coast roadways, in private lawns
and gardens, and even in the subalpine areas
on the mountains!
Does this remind you of Scotch broom?
It’s no wonder orange hawkweed has been
declared an invasive plant by the Invasive
Plant Council of BC. We all need to take it
seriously, and remove it wherever we can.
Invasive plants crowd out our native plants,
rapidly removing valuable habitat.
Garden member Elise Rudland
brought this situation to our attention, and
volunteered to help us rid the Botanical
Garden of this growing pest. So far we have
documented the locations, faithfully removed
the flowers before they set seed, and begun
digging out the roots of most patches. A
special thanks to the Veggie Patch and
Seniors Garden volunteers for keeping the
flowers off, to the volunteers who come out
to dig out plants, and to Elise for nudging us
to act.
A good invasive plant strategy depends

Photos from www.bcinvasives.ca

Orange hawkweed (Hieracium aurantiacum) has been declared an invasive plant and should be removed
carefully and thoroughly.

on knowing how a plant grows and spreads.
Hawkweed has underground roots forming
dense mats and spreads to new areas on
wind-borne seeds.
Here is our strategy:
• Look for orange hawkweed, and note its
locations so you can check back.
• Remove the flowers, flower buds, and
seedheads at least weekly. Dispose in kitchen
waste, not garden compost. This is the most
important step!
• Start digging out the plants at the
outliers – small patches just starting up.
These can go into green waste.
• Then dig out the plants of the main

patches from the outer edge inward, one
patch at a time.
• Record your progress, and reward your
efforts – you’re an Invasive Plants Buster!
Home composting is not recommended
for invasive species, which often thrive
there. And, of course, never dump any
garden waste into wild spaces or empty lots!
Why not let us know how you have
tackled this dangerous weed, or others. We’d
like to share your successes.
For more tips and plant identification,
visit the Invasive Species Council of British
Columbia website at www.bcinvasives.ca
— Paddy Wales

upcoming events
Harvest Festival

Seed Saving Tips

Sunday, September 4, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Tuesday, September 6, 7 p.m.

Join us for this great family friendly day in the Garden. Enjoy live
music by Brothers in Farms, check out the plant sale, bake sale, and
garlic sale, visit the demonstration veggie garden and learn new
gardening tricks.

Sheila Watkins will explain and demonstrate the ins and outs of saving
your own seeds. Bring a notebook and your questions.
Admission is by donation, $10-$15 suggested.

Why Botanical Gardens Matter

Admission by donation.

Saturday, September 24, 2 p.m.

Fall / Winter Hours (starting October 1):

Iain Taylor will speak on Why Botanical Gardens Matter.

Open Friday to Monday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Tickets are $15 for members, $20 for non-members.

Closed Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
Pavilion rental available every day.
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sorting the shelf
The other day I decided to take my gardening
books off the shelf for recycling, and peruse all
twelve to see if I could halve the number I wished
to keep. Many people must be paring down their
collections judging by the many garage sales,
thrift stores, the Book Faire and free sidewalk
selections in our communities.
So which volumes related to gardening shall I
keep and why?
The most dog-eared, a shabby 1991 The
Twelve Month Gardener, is a treasure full of
monthly tips on what to do, how to do it and why.
Inserted between pages are glued articles from
magazines, vital information on how to turn on
and off the sprinkler system, Product of Canada
tags from plants purchased and some tiny plastic
packets of unmarked seeds. Yes, this reference
book is definitely going back on the shelf.
Next comes the 1959 Garden Shrubs and Trees.
Given as a gift by a dedicated aunt and uncle, this
pictorial guide leaves no doubt as to a specimen’s
identity. Below the individual plant’s naturally
coloured illustration is a small pencil sketch of its
shape and size as compared with a man or a house.
A picture is surely worth a thousand words! It too
goes back on the shelf.
How often have you written to a friend
about your garden? Judy Maddocks lives in
New Brunswick, tending her inland eastern
garden, while far out west in West Vancouver
Elspeth Bradbury has her coastal garden. In
the mid-nineties, they corresponded regularly
with succinct details laced with humour about
the seasonal cycle of their gardens. Snippets are
included about personal dreams like Elspeth’s
two pages long want list and Judy’s discovery of
a coin purse and old china shards that she dug up
in her veggie patch. Such discoveries bring into
question: what have we found in our gardens,
or what have we deliberately hidden in the soil
for people to dig up a hundred years later? This

Old books are like old friends - treasures to cherish over the years.

enchanting and amusing collection of garden
letters goes back to join the others on the shelf.
The invaluable Perennials for British Columbia
provides an in-depth encyclopedia with an
alphabetical photographic index preceding the
two to three page plant descriptions of the four P
categories – preparation, planting, propagation
and pests. This fourth book goes back on the shelf.
In complete contrast to a reference book is
The Morville House. Katherine Swift has compiled
a very detailed exploration about her designing
and creating a garden in Shropshire. She combines
medieval myth, history, folklore and ancient
customs along with intriguing stories of the
people who had lived in Morville’s Dower House.
Past and present are intertwined, which causes us
to ponder, “Where do we belong in the heritage
and legacy of our personal gardens?” I will need
to reread this absorbing and engaging epistle, so

back on the shelf it goes.
Finally I peruse a truly magical book. The
Burgess Flower Book for Children, written by
Thomas Burgess in 1923, surely rivals Aesop’s
Fables. With Peter Rabbit as the central character,
he engages with all natural phenomena related to
wild flowers. Animated insects, birds, mammals,
weather and winds reveal to Peter how they help
the flowers to survive in their natural habitat.
How fortunate I am to have this enchanting 42
chapter story with accompanying photographs to
share with children of today! This timeless story
will always be on my shelf.
So I add it to the to-keep collection,
accompanied by the books written by Sunshine
Coast author Bill Terry. I have a feeling the other
six will go back there too, until I really make the
decision of what stays on and what goes off.
— June Meyer

upcoming events
Annual General Meeting

Leaf-Mould Crib Demonstration

Thursday, September 29, 5 p.m. in the Garden Pavilion

Monday, October 10, 1 p.m.

All members are encouraged to attend.

Paddy Wales will show the how and why for this very easy compost - your
shrubs will love you next spring! Outdoors, so dress for the weather.

Wreath Making

Cost is $5, includes admission to the Garden.

Saturday, November 26, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Garden Pavilion

The Wonderful World of Flowers

A seasonal favourite returns! Make a wreath from lovingly collected and unique
plant material. Please bring gloves and hand pruners, all other supplies included.
This one always sells out, so register early. Call the office (604-740-3969) or
email info@coastbotanicalgarden.org to sign up.

Wednesday, November 30, 7 p.m. in the Garden Pavilion
In this talk, Howard Wills shows photographs of a wide range of different flowers
to illustrate their structure, function, and evolutionary relationships.
Call the office (604-740-3969) or email info@coastbotanicalgarden.org to sign up.
Cost is $15 members, $20 non-members.

Cost is $60 members, $75 non-members.
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recent events

Photos by Mary Blockberger

DOG DAY: Barney (on the right) beat out Baxter of the Excellent Eyebrows (centre) by only one vote in the 2016
Dog Day at the Garden, held August 1. Ben came in a close third. Thanks to all the well-behaved owners who
brought their dogs, and to those who took the time to vote for their favourite pooch. It was a close race.

See our Facebook page for
more photos of recent events
at the Botanical Garden.

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION PICNIC: On July 15, the Botanical Garden celebrated our most treasured asset – our volunteers! These dedicated folks give their time
freely, week after week, to help the Garden grow. We do hope they realize how much we treasure them! Food and drink, croquet, and warm words from president
Gerry Latham and manager Mary Blockberger were followed by a tour round the Native Plant Garden led by Harry Hill. Cheers to the volunteers, indeed!
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recent events

Photos by Mary Blockberger

WEDDINGS: The Botanical Garden is gaining a well-earned
reputation as a perfect venue for weddings and other events.
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These community businesses generously support Salal
with their advertising dollars. Please show your
appreciation by supporting them in return.

Mike Carson

Your Local Sunshine Coast Realtor
5561 Wharf Road, Sechelt, BC

Office: 604.885.3295
Cell: 604.740.1841
Mike@SunshineCoastLand.com
www.SunshineCoastLand.com

Always Growing
• great selection of plants • great service and advice
• wedding flowers • giftware
• bouquets for every occasion or just because

Two-Acre Lowbank Waterfront
Halfmoon Bay: $1,738,000

TREES – FLOWERS – VEGETABLES
Beginners to pros shop here

How does your garden grow?

TOOL RENTALS & SALES
PARTY RENTALS

Visit us for inspiration and like us on Facebook
1826 SC Highway, Roberts Creek, BC V0N 2W5 (access off West Reed Road)

Phone: 604-886-2796 Fax: 604 886-2718
www.sunshinecoastnursery.com Email: scnursery@eastlink.ca

5654 Wharf Street
Box 1548
Sechelt, BC V0N 3A0

Telephone: 604-885-2848
Web: www.rentitcanada.ca
Email: rentit@dccnet.com

Being neighbourly
is in our nature.

Laurie Rolland

Come enjoy our tasty greens, for sustenance
and for exercise!

Potter

The Blue Ocean Golf Club and Grill is proud to support
the Sunshine Coast Botanical Garden, and its valued
members, with a 10% discount on green fees, Club
Memberships and all food orders at the Blue Ocean
Grill, simply by presenting your SCBGS membership
card. We hope to welcome you soon.

www.laurierolland.com

Barrie McWha, General Manager
Blue Ocean Golf Club and Grill

To advertise in Salal, please contact



Kathleen Hudson:

kmhudson@telus.net

always in full swing.



6177 Ripple Way, Sechelt
604 885 2700 blueoceangolf.ca
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